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-, MULLAN ROAD VIDEO SCHEDULED

The Mineral  County Museum and
Histor ical  Society has a show for

> 
-= 

--  toHi* 
sEARCH 0F MULLAN,S R0ADS,, ,  a

J'  t l?

Thls graphl-c comes from
a booklet  publ lshed by

the Montana Power Company
concerning a ser ies of  radio

programs produced by the company in 1938-1939.

PCP'IER CCI4PAIVY SPONSORED MULLAN PROGRAM

The world nray have been on the brinl< of
war in 1938 and l-939, but jl l4ontana the
electric po\{er cornlnny nrade at least one
glance back into the state's past.

As part of a series of radio prograns
the ccnpany underwrote, the episode -- Capt.
John Mullan, Road Builder -- .was aired. The
text of this program was rediscovered lately
by Kay Strombo arrDng her collection of ac-
guired treasures in a booklet of the programs
put ouL by the conpany.

It notes that ix one of Mu1lan's trips
over: t]re :r:or:te he "'..,a=r:t frryn Fcrt pcntc:: Lo
Fort Guen ... irr 14 days with a loaded wagon,
over a route never before traveled by civil-
ized translrcrtr" adding later tlat he found
the F]athead Indians to be npst helpful in his
work. He wrote:

"Such nobleness of character is seldom
seen arrnng Indianst and I here record to their
credit that I never had a want but rvhich ...
they supplied, and that they always treated
myself and rny parties with a frank generosity

Dorothy L.  l ' lerr  jman of  Coeur d 'Al  ene ,  ID,

h{ullan"lMay 12 at  the 4-H Bui ld ing in Super ior ,
Mont.  (see map back page).

r \  I  -  I  Everyone is urged to at tend this show
KOAd that features actual  fu l  l -color seqmenrsures actual  fu l l -color seqments) t rVl l l t r l l

Buil,Jet Ii,:m.inl':*x"li:'"::Ii;$i:Ii::;I

one-hour,  10-minute v ideo program compi ' led'  and p.cdr iced b.v 'Mul  I  ani  tes '  Serni :^C \ . / .  and

ormat ion about  the var ious routes that
Mul I  an considered.

There wi l l  be cof fee and punch served,
and al though there is no admjssion charge
we wi l l  be asking for a s i lver of fer ing
to hel  p defray expenses.

According to l ' lerr  jmans, th js program
was produced qui  te professional ' ly  and has
been shown throughout the in land Empire
more than 40 t imes. What started out as a
hobby turned into " two years of  t ravel  and
research,"  they say.

Merr imans, who plan to stay overnight
in Super ior ,  say that "When the program is
over,  we would be glad to have a quest ion
and answer session. Being Mul lani tes your-
selves,  I  am sure that many thorny issues
can be la id on the table."

They also acknowledged the help of
Car l  Cl  j f f  and Bi l  I  Trueblood ' in locat ing
Mu' l lan's Bi t terroot Pass. We hope these two
a1 ao p' iarr  to ai ierrd --  arrc j  Car l  p. 'ease be
prepared to s ing the Bal lad of  John l ' lu l lan
for us

Here is an opportuni ty to catch up on
the latest  jnformat ion that fo lks may have
to share.  Please come and br ing a f r jend
so we can expand our message.

Deb

"Dontt I-Qf. U end .(ilze tM,s. Te-U
then I ,sald ,some-thing!"
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Page Two

FIRST LEGAL MONTANA ARREST
(This art ic le is a condensed

version of  a story that  appeared
in the Apr i l  2,  1922 lssue of  The
Phi l ipsburg Mai l ,  a nelrspaper p-ub-
l ished in Phi l ipsburg,  Montana.)

I f  the wr i t ten word of  a man who
took part  in the af fa i r  is  to be ac-
cepted as authent ic,  the f i rst  ' legal
arrest  wi th in the l imi ts of  what is
now Montana was made near ly 61 years
ago dur ing the t ime of  the Mul lan Ex-
pedi t ion.  The arrest  of  a couple of
strangers in the terr j tory was made
for horsesteal ' ing which took place
in the southern part  of  Powel l  Co.

Ini t ia l ly  i t  was suggested that
the perpetrators be hanged, but cool-
er heads prevai led and the of fenders
were brought before Lt .  John l4u: l lan
for sentencing.

The account of  the events were
provided by rrA.A'  who had been com-
missioned by l ' lu l  lan to arrest  the
thieves. His story was carr ied in
the Benton ldeekly_lggg[! on Feb. 13,
1880.-Tt wroTe :

In thz winten o{ 1S6l-62 I wal clentz
Ln tl,tz ttotLe od Wi,tLLan Tetuttl, a 6u,tl,uL

)ne daq, about the middLz o[ Deeem-
but, I war c*U-ed uyton bq tno ,stnangelu
,.. Theq gave thzitt namQA a,s ButLen and
Ali,L(iont, and ,Leque,bted tno on thnez
da"q,s' aeeommodation u)ith" bowtd and !-od-
ging. A,s theq thnew Aome. moneq Ln Mgh.t
I neadiLq agneed to Le,t them Llave a
,shwte Ln the urse o( tl,te (ttqing pan and
X,aqou.t upon the dl-oon, In the coutue o{
Lfue thein puhaea becane ey.hau,sted and
I had a" ttationutq wh,UheA bilL aga.Lnst
thzm anount ing to $14.25,

Sa,Ld AU,LLLanL to me one wLgh-t:
t'Vouttte a prLe.ttu good de.tt-ow and wz

don't want to bil-lz qou. We have got futo
I'ton te,s and need but one to pach oun bed-
ding ... We wi.Il ma"he rjou a pne,tznt od
one i( qou wiLL ea.t L the bi,t [- tc1uane..,,

I nead)lq agneed to tlte rrtLopoti,tion.
and t!'te Ca"AuAQ. uJaA t)La,L6(eluted" to mz . ..
0n the doL[-owing monn-Lng mq fuio tttave.L-
uu u)ULQ. mi,t,sLng and a,Lso welLe mA honsz
and ,sevuta.t- othut th,Lngt.

Inve,stigaLLon ttzvea,Led thz dac,t that
the tno AilLangu* wute ttito honse tlnteve,s
and ha"d depwuted (on- Deut Lodgz. Thute
u)a,A no lhwL[( on hand to ,send in clue,st
a( thz |eLLowt becaule ureatuLn Montn"na
in tho,se. daq,s wa,s aA UQ-t bu.t an uno/L-
^-," : -^)  ^^p+:. . , -  

. . f  t ' t^ ,1^: ,^^+-. . -  *^te !L- . - . .

the co.Ld and anduou.t jounneql . )ne od tl'te
honse th.Levers l9u,tlenl wa,s dound and atutett-
ed hene... The othen de.tLow, ri l iLl innt, wM
'so-Ld to be eanped on Cottonwood cnzelz, and
u)e. u)uLe Ln(onned i.t wou.Ld be no ea.tq ma.tLen
to tnhe h,h.

We atnLved a-t "tili.Ld Cat Bil.LtA't Lodge
abou.t 10 p.m. Bi,L[-, having been ma"de a.e-
cluaLnted wiAh owt uutand, LaLd:

"0( cou,tue, tahz tha,t de&ow intide.
The d--- acoundne,L lold me one o( tho,se
tto.Len hon"se's (ott a u)intuL't gnub and ae-
commoda-tion."

Thz wLght od the 24th to tl,te 25tl't, we
encanpzd at Jol,tnnq Gnantt,s wi,th the two pn-L-
Aonuu in cu,stodq. I wa.t an wateLl at midwLghL
when the doon duddenLq opened a.nd B.LLL Han-
bLe,ton apyteaned wi-th a bowie hn L6e in onz
Lnnd and a nevoLvelt in tlte othett. Hz taLd:

,,T,Lltan,t atLout none 96.Mu,L[-a"n,,s d---
men to tahe anq whrte men out o[ Deen Lodge
va.L{,eq wi-thctu.t the pwttiea choo,sz to go vol,-
uwLwt L{-q.tl

It wa,s aLL he aald don an evident nze-
ce.66i.tA don ru,st ju.tt about tha,t tine cau.ted
h,in to ,s[,Lde down on thz $.Loon whutz we Lzdt
hin 'sLeeping the nex.t motLning.

To cu.t a X-ong ttorLq thon-t, we ,succezdzd
in bn-Lnging the pn Uonuu Lnto the pLeaence.
od Lt, Mu,tl-a.n, who, I,taving ehci,ted an a-c-
tznowLedgment od thQ,h gui,t-t, ,sentzneed thzm
to the eane od Lt. Mansh. Thzq wene chained
toge,then and d.Ld conAiduLabLz wonh duning
the win-ten, Ln the tpning od | 862 theq we,te
ne,Leaaed a"nd wen-t to ldaho.

I be,LLeve .th,U wa,s tl'te (itut anett zven
madz wi,th,Ln thi,s tuud.totq.

(Signedl  A.A.

NEW MULLAN CHRONICLES MEMBERS

JoeI Overholser
Box 69
Fort,  Benton, MT 59442

Dave Walters,  Ref.  L ib.
Montana Histor lcal  Soc.
225 North Roberts
iiel-ena, ii i i ' 59620 l

Dr.  DaIe Johnson, Arch. Lib.
Mike & Maureen Mansf ield Lib.
Univers.j-ty of Montana
Missoula,  MT 59812

Auora rrrowman superior Ranger Dist  '
664 So. 6rh EasE P'  o '  Box 460

Mi-ssou1a, MT 5980t SuPerior '  MT 59872

shir ley Anderson Van worverton
P. 0.  Box 248
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