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32 ""%  the Montana Power Company
™ " concerning a series of radio
programs produced by the company in 1938-1939.

POWER COMPANY SPONSORED MULLAN PROGRAM

The world may have been on the brink of
war in 1938 and 1939, but in Montana the
electric power company made at least one
glance back into the state's past.

As part of a series of radio programs
the company underwrote, the episode -- Capt.
John Mullan, Road Builder -- was aired. The
text of this program was rediscovered lately
by Kay Strombo among her collection of ac-
quired treasures in a booklet of the programs
put out by the company.

It notes that in one of Mullan's trips
over the romte he "wert from Fort Benten to
Fort Owen ... in 14 days with a loaded wagon,
over a route never before traveled by civil-
ized transport," adding later that he found
the Flathead Indians to be most helpful in his
work. He wrote: .

"Such nobleness of character is seldom
seen among Indians; and I here record to their
credit that I never had a want but which ...
they supplied, and that they always treated
myself and my parties with a frank generosity
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MULLAN ROAD VIDEO SCHEDULED

The Mineral County Museum and
Historical Society has a show for
you!
"IN SEARCH OF MULLAN'S ROADS," a

one-hour, 10-minute video program compiled
prodiced by 'Myllanitec' Rernard V, and

will be presented at 2:00 p.m., Sat.
May 12 at the 4-H Building in Superior,
Mont. (see map back page).

Everyone is urged to attend this show
that features actual full-color segments
of the road along with well-researched
information about the various routes that

Mullan considered.

There will be coffee and punch served,
and although there is no admission charge
we will be asking for a silver offering
to help defray expenses.

According to Merrimans, this program
was produced quite professionally and has
been shown throughout the Inland Empire
more than 40 times. What started out as a
hobby turned into "two years of travel and
research," they say. .

Merrimans, who plan to stay overnight
in Superior, say that "When the program is
over, we would be glad to have a question
and answer session. Being Mullanites your-
selves, I am sure that many thorny issues
can be laid on the table."

They also acknowledged the help of
Carl Cliff and Bill Trueblood in locating
Mullan's Bitterroot Pass. We hope these two
a'5¢ plan o attznd -- and Carl please be
prepared to sing the Ballad of John Mullan
for us. ’

Here 1is an opportunity to catch up on
the latest information that folks may have
to share. Please come and bring a friend
SO we can expand our message.
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"Don't Let it end Like this. Tell
them 1 said something!"
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POWER COMPANY SPONSORED MULLAN PROGRAM

The world may have been on the brink of
war in 1938 and 1939, but in Montana the
electric power company made at least one
glance back into the state's past.

As part of a series of radio programs
the company underwrote, the episode —- Capt.
John Mullan, Road Builder -- was aired. The
text of this program was rediscovered lately
by Kay Strombo among her collection of ac-
quired treasures in a booklet of the programs
put out by the company.

It notes that in one of Mullan's trips
over the ronte he "wert from Fort Bentcn to
Fort Owen ... in 14 days with a loaded wagon,
over a route never before traveled by civil-
ized transport," adding later that he found
the Flathead Indians to be most helpful in his
work. He wrote: .

"Such nobleness of character is seldom
seen among Indians; and I here record to their
credit that I never had a want but which ...
they supplied, and that they always treated
myself and my parties with a frank generosity
and a continuous friendship." Mullan also wrote
that he appreciated the splendid work done by
the Jesuit fathers with the Indians.

In turn, Father Hoecken returned the com-
pliment: "I know not how to acquit the debt of
gratitude I owe to this excellent officer. I
can only pray ... that the Lord repay his gen-
erosity and kindness a hundredfold ..."

Now the media brings us the message again
(see next column), and with the development of
our Mullan information center, we hope it will
never again be necessary to begin from scratch
when seeking information about the man and road.
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MULLAN ROAD VIDEO SCHEDULED

The Mineral County Museum and

Historical Society has a show for
you!

"IN SEARCH OF MULLAN'S ROADS,"
one-hour, 10-minute video program comp11ed
nrgd,;ced hv "Mullanitec' Revnard V. znd
Dorothy L. Merriman of Coeur d'A]ene, ID,
will be presented at 2:00 p.m., Sat.

May 12 at the 4-H Building in Superior,
Mont. (see map back page).

Everyone is urged to attend this show
that features actual full-color segments
of the road along with well-researched
information about the various routes that

Mullan considered.

There will be coffee and punch served,
and although there is no admission charge
we will be asking for a silver offering
to help defray expenses.

According to Merrimans, this program
was produced quite professionally and has
been shown throughout the Inland Empire
more than 40 times. What started out as a
hobby turned into "two years of travel and
research," they say. .

Merrimans, who plan to stay overnight
in Superior, say that "When the program is
over, we would be glad to have a question
and answer session. Being Mullanites your-
selves, I am sure that many thorny issues
can be laid on the table."

They also acknowledged the help of
Carl Cliff and Bill Trueblood in locating
Mullan's Bitterroot Pass. We hope these two
p.:uu o attsnd -- and Cart ,JlG:o\e be
prepared to s1ng the Ballad of John Mullan
for us.

Here is an opportunity to catch up on
the latest information that folks may have
to share. Please come and bring a friend
SO we can expand our message.
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"Don't Let it end Like this. Tell
them 1 said something!"
-- Last words of Pancho V.illLa
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The Mullan Chronicles is published
four times a year by the Mineral Co.
Museum and Historical Society, Box
533, Superior, MT 59872, a non-pro-
fit organization. Subscriptions are
$5 a year for printing and mailing.

Cathryn Strombo and Deb Davis,
editors.




Page Two

FIRST LEGAL MONTANA ARREST

(This article is a condensed
version of a story that appeared
in the April 2, 1922 issue of The
Philipsburg Mail, a newspaper pub-
lished in Philipsburg, Montana.)

If the written word of a man who
took part in the affair is to be ac-
cepted as authentic, the first legal
arrest within the limits of what is
now Montana was made nearly 61 years
ago during the time of the Mullan Ex-
pedition. The arrest of a couple of
strangers in the territory was made
for horsestealing which took place
in the southern part of Powell Co.

Initially it was suggested that
the perpetrators be hanged, but cool-
er heads prevailed and the offenders
were brought before Lt. John Mullan
for sentencing.

The account of the events were
provided by "A.A" who had been com-
missioned by Mullan to arrest the
thieves. His story was carried in
the Benton Weekly Record on Feb. 13,
1880. He wrote:

In the winter of 1861-62 T was clerk
in the store of William Terrny, a sutlen
. One day, about the middle of Decem-
ber, T was called upon by two strangers
. They gave thein names as Butler and

Williams, and rnequested two on three

days' accommodation with board and Lod-
ging. As they threw some money in sight

I neadily agreed to Let them have a
share in the use of the §rying pan and

Layout upon the §Loor. In the cowwse of

Lime thein purses became exhausted and

I had a stationery whiskey bill against

them amounting to $14.25.
Said Williams Zo me one night:
"You're a pretty good fellow and we

don't want to bilk you. We have got two
hornses and need but one to pack our bed-

ding ... We will make you a present of
one Lf you will call the bill square.”

I neadily aghreed to the proposition.
and the cayuse was transferved to me ..
On the §oLlowing morning my two trhavel-
s were missing and also were my horse

and several othern things.

Tnvestigation revealed the fact that
the two strhangerns were two hornse thieves

and had departed for Deer Lodge. There

was no sheriff on hand to send in quest

0f the fellows because western Montana

in those dagé was as yet but an unon-
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the cold and arduous jowwey). One of the
horse thieves (Butler) was found and arrest-
ed here ... The othen fellow, WilLiams, was
sald to be camped on Cottonwood creek, and
we were Angormed Lt would be no easy matten
Lo take him.

We aviived at "W.ild Cat BLiLL'A" Lodge
about 10 p.m. BLLL, having been made ac-
quainted with oun ernrand, said:

"0f cowwse, take that fellow Anside.
The d--- scoundrel s0ld me one of those
stolen honses forn a wintern's grnub and ac-
commodation.”

The night of the 24th to the 25th, we
encamped at Johnny Grant's with the two pri-
soners ain custody. 1 was on watch at midnight
when the door suddenly opened and BiLL Ham-
bleton appeared with a bowie knife in one
hand and a revolver in the othen. He said:

"I.shan't allow none of. Mullan's d---
men to take any white men out of Deer Lodge
valley without the parties choose to go vol-
wriaily. "

1t was all he sald for an evident nec-
cessity forn nest just about that time caused
him to slide down on the §Loon where we Left
him sLeeping the next morning.

To cut a Long storny short, we succeeded
in bringing the prisoners into the presence
of Lt. Mullan, who, having elicited an ac-
knowledgment of theirn guilt, sentenced them
to the care of Lt. Marsh. They were chained
togethern and did considerable work during
the winten, in the spring of 1862 they wene
neleased and went to Idaho.

1 believe this was the §inst arest even
made within this terwiitony.

(Signed) A.A.

NEW MULLAN CHRONICLES MEMBERS
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Box 69
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How fontdlila was lfade 1icarity 01 yedrs
ago during the time of the Mullan Ex-
pedition. The arrest of a couple of
strangers in the territory was made
for horsestealing which took place

in the southern part of Powell Co.

Initially it was suggested that
the perpetrators be hanged, but cool-
er heads prevailed and the offenders
were brought before Lt. John Mullan
for sentencing.

The account of the events were
provided by "A.A" who had been com-
missioned by Mullan to arrest the
thieves. His story was carried in
the Benton Weekly Record on Feb. 13,
1880. He wrote:

In the winten of 1861-62 1 was clerk

in the store of William Terny, a sutler
.. One day, about the middle of Decem-
ber, T was called upon by two strangesrs
. They gave thein names as Butler and

Williams, and requested two orn thiee

days' accommodation with board and Lod-
ging. As they threw some money Ain sLight

1 neadily agheed to Let them have a
share in the use of the §rying wan and

Layout upon the §Loor. In the couwrse of

time theirn purses became exhausted and

I had a stationery whiskey bill against

them amounting to $14.25.
Sald Williams to me one night:
"You're a pretty good fellow and we

don't want to bilk you. We have got two
hornses and need but one to pack our bed-

ding ... We will make you a present of
one L you will call the bilL square."

-1 readily agreed to the proposition.
and the cayuse was transferved to me ...
On the §following morning my two travel-
ey were missing and also were my honse

and several othen things.

Tnvestigation revealed the fact that
the two strangers were two hornse thieves

and had departed for Deern Lodge. There

was no sheriff on hand to send in quest

0f the fellows because western Montana
in those days was as yet but an unonr-

ganized porntion of Washington terwitony.
I applied to Lt. Mullan (who was also
Located in the Big Blackfoot River area
near the mouth of the niver where A.A.'4
stone was) gon -nelief, and (he) author-
Lzed me fto go aften the offenderns, auvrest

them and bring them to him for punish-
ment. Three of ws, Louls Grandmaison
(since killed), W.illiam Rowland (since

hung) and myself (destiny not yet accom-
plished) starnted out to make the arrest.

On Dec. 23, we nreached the hesidence
of Johnny Grant on the Little Blackfoot

and ... he readily neplaced our caved-
An animals (which were exhausted §rom

stolen honses forn a winten's grub and ac-
commodation."

The night of the 24th to the 25th, we
encamped at Johnny Grant's with the two pri-
soners An custody. T was on watch at midnight
when the doon suddenly opened and BLLE Ham-
bleton appeared with a bowle knife An one
hand and a revolver in the othen. He sadd:

"I .shan't allow none o4 Mullan's d---
men to Zake any white men out of Deer Lodge
valley without the parnties choose to go vol-
unianily."

1t was all he said forn an evident nec-
cessity fon nest fust about that time caused
him to stide down on the §Loorn where we Left
him sLeeping the next morning.

To cut a Long storny short, we succeeded
An bringing the prisoners into the presence
of Lt. Mullan, who, having elicited an ac-
knowledgment of theirn guilt, sentenced them
Lo the care of Lt. Marsh. They were chained
together and did consdiderable work during
the wintern, 4in the spring of 1862 they were
neleased and went to Idaho.

1 believe this was the st avest even
made within this teritory.

(Signed) A.A.
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