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Ramscy Rcscafches Mullan's Routc
ecentlywe receivedalener ,pm,frre*6ry- angl inthisareabecauseithasaiwaysbeen
from';tltdtan chr"onictes ftffirqt€fi% }trL usedforlivestockgrazingandnever
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t i l ied. I  f ind that one of thetime-con-memberHank*:J.:.* 
ffiffiH €tNEl ir.i,.ni.'tsorthisresearchisccn-

live s in Se lah, 'WA. It was in re gard to the
researchheisdoingontheIvlui]annoaoffi,.u**#ffiHl?::i:^g1il9-:Y1"j:Pg^:]iT!1l",
we decided ro share the lenerwith other fffiffiffiffiTftq[Hffin,*HfJ sion to access property over the old
N{ullanires who are sure ro be interesred' L{ffFffi$fff;'Mft.W,,tr;S1. i'oute. once these individuais learn of

r wouto tike to briefllr describe m1i slffigPwEglfl& your purpcse, they are generaily very
enbrs 

'n 
reracng ine orc rcure rn Ea*- --*lNG.ilECffit {EA.Fa i--v;;;' ;'

:ffi::1i,il:ji?T"X'j;#:ll:.:: H;ffiffi ,ex;'g:l:i'-ii;;;:iilj:,'J#?
r^ i ! i .  ^ : r ]o+: i Iar icma||-scaiebasis 's ' "s:gneci theMR'Abcutf ivemi ieswesiI  uu Lg ut  I  o ug Lol tEu ) t  I  t (

TneWai|aWal la-Spokanesecr ion. . .s lFf f t r t ibf f iof3enge,CowCi.eekandTwe|veMiie
covers15imrtpqoranout25yooftneff iCre;<i- .e ige, 'nei" iRiC,,ou.ueoine
;ff#il1#H##?,ftt:il]: ' tatterin. nJnh.-o.,rydirection Many
rnainterrain;eaiuresoftherouiealeW.ofrnehistor ica|accoUni5saythat ihe- : --=;= Mul lan Road and ihe pre_exist ing
, "^, '^r '  n+l^-  -L^ '1,-  that  thp nresenf ,  aolv i l le Road/Trai l  are one and theLounry Allas snows 

li?L$.p"t::1t 'fuIuunns creu krys clozun a bed of lint- .'ame fromwallaWalla tothis point.\A/rchinnrnn (trra Q6g1s (sR) 1 25 ;ei potes in t ie'maitzy roadded to lnio.,  on.r pasr of Rpnae MR evidencef nl lnrnrorl  r ln<o6r rn i ' :  ;  ; l  ,) : ' - ' ' -  -  :  :  oed poles in the mars
'l v"vvv cu L'|vJq'Iv '- 'he M ullan Road mnke trauet easier'-FrinrATrav-elels ::;il:':.=.'.'i,i" ir'*?l;r'oorcontin-

F,", c"tuilb sp*s= "",th r" Ly"* ?X..H::*':;#,#:]:,-H1N *j[*li:::S];j: *ll;,"J"#1il
Ferry on the Snake River, there is in- 1990 CentenniaL ern RR rightof-way. it passed Macall,
termittent dryland wheat farming with farming with some chance of the old Lamont, Downs Lake, Chapman Lake,
some chance of the old MR trace still MR trace nill visible in the untilled areas. Stubblefield Lake and Philleo Lake.
visible in the untilled areas. A few miles north of Lyons Ferry, About five miles south of Spokane,

ruts from the MR are still clearly visible US 195 crosses the old route as it
(MR)routetothetownof prescott.At andincloseproximitytoSR26l atmile headeddownhil l tocrossHangman
thispoint,theMRheaded northeast post 17. Mullan's route continues (Latah) Creek. The original road con-
to Colviile Springs near the Walla Walla north, roughly paralleling the Palouse tinued northeast skirting Spokane
and ColumbiJCountys' l ine. To this River to SR 26. This ten-mile port ion proper through Moran Prair ie and the
point,theoldroadiseitherpavedor runs through range country in the Glenrose Distr id. l t  crossed Sprague
farmed over. From Colvi l le Springs, extreme eastern side of Franklin A,venue nearVista Road and angled
north to I vons Ferru on the Snake Rivpr COunty. The best chance for viewinq
inl,.lr ;;;;;,i;;;irrr..J *r.,.li portions of the oici MR trace would b6 (see "Ramsev "' "onpage4)

Mullan Makes National Register
On the Znd ofJune,1990, the U.S. Forest Service hosted the official
opening of the Mullan Road historical area in conjunction with the
Coeur d'Alene Voikssport Club at Fourth ofJuly Pass in nonhem Idaho.

Cort Sims, the Forest Service archae- Mullan Road on the National Register
ologist who worked on the site, re- of Historic Places. Tlrree sections, two
poned ttrat the club sponsored a 'Valk" at Fourth ofJuty Pass and one at Helbum
on portiors of the road. We hope it was State Park, were included in the nomi-
a big success. nation. Itwillmake itmuch simplerto

Sims also says "Finally in April the addothersectionsnowthatsomeofit
Department of the Interior placed the is already on the Register."
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i\ ew Muttan Descendants Reuealed Mullan Men Become
iivil'War Veteransi. r';cn Dorothy Merrimam refumed to Coeur d'Alene, she promptly put a package in L

,,r : snil to us which included a copy of an article they had received from Elsie Hadow Kay Strombo is immeised in her ongoing
c'i. i{ulhn, ID. project of compiling all rhe names of

Ihe erticle is aboutJoseph Mullan and his wife, Getty. The story repofis that Mullan ^Mo.rt*nCr 
Civil War vetef,tns, and in her

b"::came askilledfurnituremakeraftergivingup his otherhobbies in 1973.Is this a search she has matched up some of those
ir:::g, lcst Mullan family member? - nameswiththose onNlullan'srolls. She

jtre article states that Mullan's handcrafted furniture gnces the famile residence at writes:
| ,riltbrdbutdoesnotsaythestate , althoughitdid appearinTTteSunMagazineon

-:,,,,re,15, LgTg.ltisaninr&estingpieceandwewogldtiketohearrnoreaboutJoseph ThegreatdMsionofthestateswasabout

]uirrl!,;rn. to explode upon the nation in 1859, and
'L siclebar to this story is Doroth/s note that .We thinkJos. Mullan and his wife were many of those who wouid participate were

i. :: n*eswhovisitedihetownofMullananddonated$5,0O0totheMullanSchool already in the military as escorts or work-

:i,. ;ordilg ro Ms. Hadow." Ve have leamed otherwise. MullaniteJoan Munholland of ers on the Mullan Military Road.

Si::isboufu, Sask., Canad.r, wrote to us last yearwith the following infomration: Four members of the orrginal crew-
I t Hvlan Benton lvons Lt. Charles Garri-

The enclosed letter is one my father received from Mullan, ldaho. The authori- ;;; ,i;;t;;, t-,. ru;',n""ilrwickliffe and
ries there knew of no living relatives (of John Mullan) except him so sent it up to tut. Nicholas Michael Haley-served in the
mv d,ad as he had been inquir inq about John Mul ian on a previous tr ip to conf l ict .' -  -  r '

Mutlan in 1950. Atthatt ime, they knew nothing aboutthe man or hisfamily,  HylanBentonLyonswasbornonFeb-
pvpn thot roh thpir town had been named after hinr--only that he was respon- ruary22,1836 in CaldwellCounty, Ken-

s;bie for the construction of the now-famous road . . tucky' Hegraduated,fromwestPointin
1 856. nineteenth in his ciass. He served
in Flor ida and Washington states.  He

330 c Sr.  N.r \ r .  I  
resignedfromtheUnionArmyinApri l

I  1 860 and sig ned u p wi th the Confeder-Wash.,  D.C. II  atesasan art i l lerycaptain.  Hewaswith
Aug. 23, 1956 |

' lne (-: cv rreasurer

the Bth Kentucky I nfantryat Fort Donel-
son, Vicksburg, and Chattanooga. After

5!fv v4vj  
l_- .___, L_ _--

Mulra:-r, rdaho I th:.*ul he,spent some tme In, Mexrco rn
I sel f-exi le.  He was act ive in veterans'  af-
r fairs and earned an appointment as stateDear Sir r I
I prison commissioner in Kentucky because
r of his properly holdings. He died on April

Inmemory of  my f  ather ,  CapLn. JohnMuLl-an, I  
-E 

.^n7:-  t r ! ! ,^ , : r^ v^^+,,- t , , .
r ' I l7o<- Dainr 1eq?i  i  rc i r raqmcmrlchrr  ^^-"*^ E^

/  IUY- /g- l t lg-Lluu.rPlYa-U!s UU
25, 1907 in Eddyville, Kentucky.

rnake che enclosed conEribution of $5,000 to the Charles Garr ison Harker was born at

;';;;;;i^. 
-- 

I :wedesboro, New Jersey on December

He bui l r  the Mi l i tary Road from FL. WaI la 2. 1835. He was a retail derk untrl attend
!1:-+ 9g!J

WalIa Co Ft.  Benton, over which che Norchern I  ' l :v- :" : "  " : : ' : ' : ' . ' ' ' , ' " ' , :  " ' - : ' , ' : '
D:nj i ia P P n^r^r  

- -oq
r \ ' r \ r  r rvrY :vvv r

1858, silrteenth in his dass. He made briga
'  t r i iar nonor:l nn (ont ?n 1 !.6? :nri <cnrcd

I f  advisab-e, Iwouldl ikethemoneyuseCco l  ' : ' :y='- ' -= l : ' - ' *Y' ; ,11""- : l  l : " ' : l

"=rJiiJH;il;;;; ;;;;;iJ;;-;;-i;; ;; I :lclilt:i?:P1y:-'1":"f1?"r[1
ci].e young people girow].ng up. oxvi l le and At lanta campaigns. He died

on June 27 . 1864 at the battie of Ken-
I hope you wrII wriEe ne fully a,nd send ne a fenr I :-'-',:'.::^',1. -:-:]:'-^---*L^ ^€ FL^ !^. - ^,y F,nr ^ --^J;: 

- 
,.;^ | nashaw Mountain in Georgia.

nlrnl .nor:nhq of  the tOWn. | l {1.  Efnie Jaggafd,  WhO I  ' ro)rrovv 
rvrvurrLqrrr  r r r  usvryrc '

Pirvev:!qv! ' "  " '  * ' " , - . .  
r  L-  ! . r - r r - - -  r  Nathanial  Wicki i f fewasal ieutenant in

forme:ly lived in M:llan, Lhen movei to lnlall-ace,
I  the 9th Infantrv.  Comoanv C when hesent me some. I.  ro<inncd hi< rnmrr l iss ion in May 1861

Wich very hearry gccd wishes co all wi-ro live in I l:,','y-|::,'l:'_:,"1'1-.. ___-
Mullan, be]iewe me. Which colors did he wear?

\ /orrr  narr l i  a I  I  rz rrnt  t r  q
vvl j  ev-s-44!J 

Jv4-e I

Nichoias MichaelHaieywas born in 1837
in Kildare, lreland and enlisted rn the U.5.

Marv R . Mrl I 
-r", 

pr"t#r I Army at Rochester, NewYork on Novenr
';: '- ".,^-:.*.-; '  

;;-;;::, I ber30, 1857.Asa private, heservedwith
(Mrs.HenryH.Flather)  I  

' ruqP"vq(r '

1 the original military escort of the Mullan
expedition in 18591860. After receiving
his Cischarge in 1873 at Sitka, Alaska, he
remained drere filing one of dre first mining
claims in Sitka. On Novemb er 24, 1 862,

R*cords on file at Georgetown Universiry show that Mrs. Flather was Mary Rebecca he manied Maria Ryan, who was also from

-viuilan. one ofJohn's five children, cwo of whorn died in infancy. 
_Deb (see,,civilwar..."onpageJ)



May Showing fromthe
Was Success mailpouch

Voiume One, Number Four

The May showing of "In Search of Mul-
lan's Road" was a delighffiil success. About
4 j persons showed up, some long-time
Mullanites and a few new folks who were
interested in becoming Mullanires.

Bernie and Dorothy Merrimam's video
of the road, its markers and the pe ople
theymet along the way (among those is

Joei Overholser, who is the.&ICFon Ben-
ton anchor) was a lreat.

After the showing, everyone introduced
himTherself and talked about the interest
helshe had in the Mutlrn Road Then thinp
broke into small goups where intense di.v
cussions took place conceming the many
aspects of Mullan and the Road.

'We hope to make this an annual event,
each,vear featr,ring a new speaker or topic
concerning Muilan and/or the road. So
mark it on yourNlay calendars.

OURNE\^IMEMBERS
As a resr:it ofword ofnrouth, ourNley went,
and numerots other carses of which we
will probably never be aware, the Mul-
Ian Chronicles keeps acquiring new sub-
scribers. Here are orlr latest Muilanites;

Kermit Edmonds (interest: miiitary angle)
720 South Jrd Vest
Missoula, MT i98O1

Lt. Col. (Ret.) Le oA. andClaireRhein
41187 Hooverlme
Stevenwille, NIT 59870

Bill Linse
1119 No. 31rth Avenue
Yakima, WA 98902

John Mullan MuseumrMullan Hist. Sociery
Evelyn L. Smith, Secrerary
Mullan, ID

we"d like a subscription
We have enjoyedthefirst thre e issues so
much that we'd like a yeat's subscription.
Thank you.

Evel,vnL. Smith
Mullan Historical Societv

IVmnks, Euelyn We, t@, areplecseduith
the success that the Mnllan Chronicles
hasfor.r.nd. Infact, I think ue haue ex-
ceeded our expectations. Atfrrst, tae taete
concemed that ue wouldnt lnue enough
material to publish, but notu it seems tue
haue barely scratched the surface. So
much to do, so little time. It looks as if
uele into thisfor the duration hotueuer
long ttu$mightbe. so, TIIAM<S. to all of
yotr. for your continued support.

-Deb
charlie Russell's Wogon Boss
I have been r.rnabl€ to ascertain the amowrt
of freight from the west into eady lvlon-
tana, what [ffle seems to indicate largely
pack animals. Oh yes, and Charles M.
Rr:ssell's Wagon Boss is sining on his hoss
at aimost exactlythepoint*trere the Mul-
lan Trail, and successor Benton Road to
Helena, pulle d out of Fort Benton onto
flattercountryjust beyond. Half a dozen
area families claim a grandpa atop the steed,
my own idea is Russell ued a composite,
if noq it was Diamond R Brown (took me
20 years to determine Diamond Rwas
christenedJames W.)

Receipt of the iatestrMeillnn Chronicles
brought this on.

Joel Overholser
FortBenton,MT

Mayyou contintte to be inspired!
Deb

The mysterious AA
I am curious abouc the identiry ofA.A. in
the story on page two of tl:.e La'st Mullan
Chronicles about the first arrest in NIon-
anr(MC, May 1, 1990)

The Montana (Magazine ofl \Yestern
History ofJanuary l976has the autobiog-
mphy of Charles Schafft who was the filst
Clerk and Recorder of Missoula County. I
am endosing a couple of prges which show
he was hired bysutlervilliamJ. Terryand
wrote a story of those horse thieves (as
follows):

MULLAN cgnoNIcLES

Arr iv ing in Wai la Wal la,  lwas em-
nlmreri hrr \A/m . I Ternr qr rt ler in ifro

Muilan expedi t ion .  .  .  to go out and
pin t're expedition as one of his clerl<s.
Serving in that capacity, I remained
until winter quarters had been built
at Cantonment "Jordan" . ..

Late in December some horses
were stolen and the thieves had
nqqqoa{ r  rn tho r i r ror in l - )oor I  nr . laa

vvv'  Lvvvv

\ /allar r f| r n iao rlacirahlo tn aroci t!-romv 4lgy. lL vv@ ug>l l  @rs tv g r  sJt u r9r I  r ,

and three of us, Wm. Roland (srnce
gone mad), J. Grandmaison (mur-
dered in the Bitter Root Valley a few
r rearq ann\ anr{  mrzqal f  lc inno

nrinnicrl) rrnir rnfoerorl in nn aftor anr{ev !v vv

received authorityfrom Lt. Mullan
to capture them.

[Schafft then goes on to relate the
capture and return much the same
as the story went in the last issue of
lltrC. Schafft'sfull story appeared in
the first Mullan issue of fhe Mineral
County Pioneer. -Ed. Notel

Since his autobiography was written in
1 887, he might have read the l88O Ben-
ton Weekly Record account and repeated
it-crTerrymight h,rve had rwo clerks and
Schafft heard A.A. talk about the horse
thieves-orhe himself was A,V

Is there anyrecord ofaman withthe
initiaisAAon the lists ofMullan employ-
ees? Or of Charles Schffi?

Audra Browman
Missoula

Asearch ofthe list ofM.ilmS men-tuhich
is s ti I I in c o mp I ete b ut grout ing-s hotus
no AA, although there is a C6rpt Arclrelu
Atkinson Humphrqs tuho tuas attnched
to MulLTnS eryedition and remnined in
the militutry until hfs retirement in 1879.
He died and ucs btried in Washington,
DC,soitucrsnYhim.

If ue jump ahead to the Ced{ff Crcek
GolclRush l Oyears later, theretuere 17
store clerks listed in the census btt none
of tlrcm ucs rnmed Qnda klufit There
is one AA and tlvtt tuas ,*lam A Lalonde
uho had a brother zuho uas a saloon-
k e ep er, b ut th at's a long re ac h. If s ome-
thing ebe tums Ltp lateti ttnV lelnu krwu.
Until then, any of these theories are as
sound as alty other explanation

-Deb

CivilWar. . . (frompage2)
lreland, at Benicia, California. ln a letterto

the Commissioner of Pensions in 1 909,
Haley stated, "l also took part in the con-
struct ion of the Mui len (sic) Road bui l t
between FortWal la Wal la and the Mis-
sour i  River in 1 859."  He died in Juneau,
Alaska on August 19,1914.

This informatron was provided by Marion
Haley Sim of St. Albert, Alberta, Canada,
who is Haley's greatgranddaughter. Mrs.
Sim was a vis i tor at  the rededicat ion of
theMul lan statue at 5t .  Regis,  Montana
on Juiy 4, 1989. lt was a pleasure to meet
her and share the event with all of our
new-found friends. 

_Kav
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Ramsey researches route. . . (from page 1)
to the Spokane River to Antoine
Plante's Ferry crossing, now a county
park on Upper River Drive. At this point,
John i t4ul lan headed his road bui ld-
ing crew east into ldaho and Montana.

Along the Walla WallaSpokane sec-
:on oi the MR, there are 13 rock, corr
<rato >nA /nr ar=ni fa m:r lzor< mact

placed bytheWashington State His-
:orical Society in 1926.lt  is interest-
,ng to note that tfre insaiptions on some
markers usethewordstra i l  a nd road
interchangeabiy.  Along this sect ion
lre lhree Mullan Road interpretive
sign:. This section also daims four roads
ramed for Mul lan-actual ly,  three
:cr,nr, since rhe city of Walla Walla had
;ddlvdecided dur ing Washington's
i  989 Centenniaiyearto resign Mul-
:n Avenue as 9th Street.

Thesecond road is mentioned above
:nd the lhird is signed Mullen Hill Road
,ocat, ;d 5 mi les south of Spokane on

IULLAN CrrRoruIcLEs
:ineral Counfy Nluseum
rstOtficeBox533
lperior,MT 59872

:
#r
1\)

fl
i I

-. tt

US 195. "Muilen" is not an infrequent
misspelling. In Spokane, a short, on+
way road paralleling Argonne is signed
Mul len Road and crosses Sprague
Avenue abouttwo miles eastof the
MR marker on Sprague.

Since initiatino this research serteral
years ago, I have photographed all of
the abov+mentioned locations as well
as some evidence of the old wagon-
wheelruts in areaswhere it  is aimost
certarn they are from the MR. My map
fi le for the Walla Walla-Spokane re-
gion contains state road rnaps, county
(Metsker)  maps, USGS Topographi-
cal Quadrangie maps, ASCS aerial ph+
tographs and (on order)seleced Mul-
lan Road Report maps from the Na-
tionalArchives. I am at the point now
where I need to put on my hiking shoes
and head for the Cheney-Palouse scab
lands of Eastern Washington. I am sure
that in this predominant range coun-

t ry there is much evidence and ruts
lef t  by the passage of wagons along
Mullan's Road over 125 years ago.

You may want to char wi*r Cad \)7. Clitr,
Bill Trueblood and Bemard and
DorotfNlerrimam beforeyou do that
since they have also travele d and re-
searched along the same ffact. And
maybe some others have some input
to make-let's hear from vou.

***

|';"',.,;1 h' i' fu u l ! a' n c h r o ni.i"r i r o u o-
' , , l ished f ouit imes a:veir: , :bv the
:.,' MinelSl countV muieum and
,,,i i HittoricaI Society, Post Office
,,' Box 533;:,5uperior, MT: 59f172t a
:.:,.': ps 1'1-p;6fit oiOa n ization, 5 u b-
'  ,t i i iptioni arJ,;gs,:,per year to

Da{isj,naitorsi


