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This map, prouided bJ) tlze Montana Historical Sociebt, appeared in the Aprtl 7, 1963 Great Falls Tribune neuspaper
tuithan article abouttheMullanRoaduhichitcalled "MontAnr's First'Interstate Higfu.aay."'Itis ako aneasy
refetence (utth a magnifying glassfor some)for thefollousing Thrcblood and. Cliffs trauek in Montana alangttte
Mullan Road this surnm.er.

the road again at Silver City.
We were stumped again between

the Dearborne River and Sun River by
way of the Birdtail Rocks bygood old
Montana gumbo, and luckily retreated

(continued on page ])

Trrreblood antdcliff Continue Trek
or the past several years,
Bill Trueblood and Carl W.
Ciiff have been following

the MullanRoad onfoot and retnac-
ing the tracks made bythe Mullan
crew 130 years ago. In this, ttre lat-

est instailrnent recording thet fiav-
els, the pair recounts the ground
they covered and folks they met
en-rouIe.

September 1, '1990

Dear Deb and Cathryn (and al l  you
Mullanites),

We enjoyed tT e Mullan Chronides, and
thank you for allyou've done to make
them possible.

BillTrueblood and I u,ere able to apply
only eight days totalthis year in the
field, butfound them grati fying and
exciting.

In May, we could not descend the
eastern slope from Mullan Pass be-
cause of ten-footsnowdrifts, sowe
backtracked to Helena and took up
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trrec;ursor to Mullan Expedition
:idore the MullanRoad er@itionwas

*rganized, an earliergroup took onthe

lrob of oramining the inland Nottttwes-
?ris s'as the 1 85 3-1 854 Stevens Sur-
;."ey Parry led by Isaac Ingalls Stevens
;r,ho would later become govemor of
!#rashingion Tertitory. Memberc of this
survey party would later form the core
cf the tr{ullanRoad builders.

Inciuded in this cofe grouP was
lrancis \folff, who later became a
.;heriff of Stevens CountY, Washing-
:r:n. His comments intheHistotY of
Y orth Va s h ingto n, I 9 0 4 at etfreb*
s;s for this atticle.

This expedition was in Pursuance
,;f the act of Congress in the
same year (1853) appropriating
$150,000 for the exploration of a nortb
in rOute acfoss the continent. The tek
'"r,'as of further importance as ttris was
.;re first official trat-rsconiinen-tal expe-
iiition since Lewis and Clark came this
*oval ifl the years 18041806.

Wolffremembered that:
"ln the spring of 1853 a PartY of one

hundred twenty men under the corrr
mand of Lieut. Saxon started out from
The Dalles and of this partY I was a
member. We were to join forces with
Governor Stevens, who was then in
Montana (Nebraska Terr.)Wth his sur-
veying party. In the fall of that year we
met Governor Stevens' party at (Foft)
Benton, Montana (Nebraska). Then
in the summer of 1853 the ufrole party
crcssed the Rodcy Mountains and went
into camp at Missoula (Hell 's Gate).
The firstwagon was broug ht over in
the winter of 1 854 bY CaPtain (then
Lieut.)John Mullan.
"At Missoula a consultation was held.
Governor Stevens was anxious to get
to the capital of the new TerritorY
(Washington)to enter uPon his du-
t iesas governor, but hedid notwant
to give up his iurveying project. Provi-
sions were running low, and to leave
a great number of his force behind

was out of the question. Stevens called
forvolunteersto remain behind and
proceed with the survey to Puget

This expedition was in pursu-
anceof the act of Congress
in the same year (1853) aP-
proPriating $1 50,000forthe
exploration of a no*hem route
across the continent.

Sound, whilethe main body proceeded
directly to Olympia.

"Captain (Lieut) John Mullan, to
whom the greatest credit is due for
the surveying of the route was given
command of these volunteers. Those
who responded and formed the cor+
pany were Capiain (Lieut.) Jofrrr Mui-
lan, James Doty, Thomas Adams (to
pographer), Fred Burr ' ,  C. Wil l iams,

frg
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John Farnswor'th, Wil i iam Simpson,
Richard Osgood, Henry Pearson,
George Simpson, Tom Osgood, F.M.
Ruby, Corporal Rid"rard Rose, W. Gates,
Albert Sohon*, l .  Thuhil l  (also could
be P, Toohll l)-,  Edward Wil l iamson-
and myself.

"For fourteen months this paftY con
ducted the surveying operations and
suffered untold hardships, finallyar-
riving at Fort Owens in the Bitter Root
valley and going into camp at CamP
Stevens, one and a half miles north of
Fort Owens."

lnthe History of Montana bY Helen
F. Sanders, shestates: "The quarters
of the command consisted of four 1og
cabins situated at a spring near the
mouth of Wil l iam Creek. Lieut. Mul-
lan named this Cantonment Stevens."
[*Bur, Sohon, Thtrhill and'lfiliam-
son would be with Mullan again
six years later for the construction
of the first road.l

Reprinted from the Saturday Evening Post
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Tnreblood . . . (from p.1)
to Highway 287 to 200 to Sun River.
Its vast and desolate country. We err
joyeC the Benton Lake Wildiife Ref-
uge, and Fort Benton is a treasure all
should see.

Our time sped by and we qossed to
Browning then belowthe Glacier Park,
up to Eureka, Libby and back home. lt
was fantastic.

Then lastTuesday(August 2B) we
\nrent east again on a hunM tT ree days.

Happy dayl The snow was all gone
at Mullan Pass, and we were able to
comolete the road from there to 5il-
ier Cty after spending a night at a camq
site up Skeiley Gulch, about five miles
from the pass.

AII the road Mullan built
is intact until you reach
Medicine Rock Mt.  The
land is privately owned by
Sieben Ranch, Inc"

Allthe road Mullan built is intac until
you reach Medicine Rock, MT. The land
is privatelyowned bySieben Ranch,
Inc and ule had noticed the ranch sign
when passing. 5o we went back, and
met Mr. and Mrs. John Baucuswho
own the ranch.

Shewas excited to meet uswhen I
explained whatwe were doing and
saidtheMul lan Roadwas oneof her
favorite projects.

She broughtout her mapsandwe
compared notes and visited forover
two hours. We did not entirely agree
on the route. She said. 'There's a doc-
tor in Helena, who, with hls father,
devoted considerable time to the proj-
ect." I  said. "Would that be Dr.
Buswell?" She said, "Yes." I said "He's
my cousin."

Anyway, Bil l  and l,  armed withthe
new information went back and
started up over Medicine Rock. The
road went on and on, a goattrai l  on
the sides of mountains, no place to
turn around, and finally, vre met a tuck
on a wide outside curve. He was a

(continued on page 4)

MULLAN CNNONICLES

fromthe
ffifrEIFeuch
Family link stitl missing

August 19, l99O
Oneyearhas elapsed since ourmemorabie tripto Superiorto take partin the

reception held in honour ofthe relatives ofJohnMullan and then to attefl d

tJre rededication of the Mullan Satue in St. Regis. Sudr an interesting and en-
joyable time we had ctrauing with others who were just as interested inJohn

theroad builderaswewere. As adedicatedMullanite, Ithoroughlyenjoy
yottt MuUnn Chronicles.. It is with great anticipation that I a'wait the arrival

of eadr issue in the hope that someone, unknown to us all, comes forth with

newand revealinginfomationthatmayleadme to be able to findthe miss-

ingfamilylinkthat eludesmeto this day.
One has towonderwhoJosephMullanwas. I remember one statement

made by Dr. Hugh during our brief conversation and that qzas that "Mullan"

was a very common Irish name. Malte someone will come forth with morc

informationaboutthis man. Iwas also intrigued bythe factthat "Mullan"

was sometimes spelt "Mullen" on someroadsigns"!7hen reseatching our

family, *Mullen" wasn'talways speltthe samewaytwice either- We really

afen't sure if the correct spelling. Itwould seem people in those days really

didn't care much about the cor:.ect spelhiig of iiaii-'es.
I am enclosing $ 5.00Americanto coverthe costofnextyear's subscrip-

tion to your most interesting newsleffef. Here's wishing you continued good

luck with yourJohn MuIIan researdr. When I was a young g;A of 2A, my dad

took us through Mullan to see the statue there of this relative of his. Uttle did

I realize then, ttrat was 40 years Iater there would be so much interest in this

man andhisfamous road. Ithasneverceasedto amazeme -
Bestwishes to you both.

Sincerely,
Joan G. Munholland

It amazes me, too, but uth.at really amazes me is that it has taken rn'ore

than 100 yearcfor hispopularity to catdt. ort And. asfar as careless-ness, it

is p r ob ab ly s o th at th o s e i n ch arg e of e n umer at in g o r tr ans crib ing re c-

ords usere not as careful as they should haue b e en. That is still aproblem

today. I hope someorrc taill comefontard uith netu infortrntionfor your

research.
-Deb

cenaeololty on hold for a while
1990 October 10

Greetings from Edmonton:

Sorry I've been so long in replying to yournewsletter, certainlyl haYe en-
joyedyour articles. My geneaiogyhas been put on holdforawhile but I'm
gradually getting back to it. My cousin was down fromAlaska and I was quiz-
zinghim about Nicholas Haleyand he promised to lookwhenhe goes back.
I hope he finds something.

Yours truly,
O{rs.) E. MarionSim
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Trrreblood and Cliff. . . (fiom page 3)
schcol teacher from Helena working
with the state in the summer building
brlCges. He showed us where we had
taii in thewrong turn and where we
w:re, only tr,no miies from Lyons Cree(

The next morning we tackled the sec-
tion from Lyons Creek to Wolf Creek.
The road is in good shape except for a
coupie of hog wallows. The distance
overthe Medicine Rock Mt. cutoff is
only a l i t t le more than 7 miles, yet i t
took us 15 hrs. to accomplish thru no
fault of John Mullan.

From Wolf Creek, we were ableto
cross the stretch from the Dearborne
River, past the Birdtail Rock, and Sun
River. Our t ime was up so we high-
tailed it home....

I  have enclosed the John and Jean
Baucus card, and hope they can be
added to your list.

Incidentally, as we were leaving, she
said, "You mayknow, orhave heard
of ourson, Senator (Max) Baucus of
Montana." I was stunned-to think
such a lovely couple could have raised
a politician-just Kidding!

Bill and I had so much fun doing this,
and videotaped the last trip also ... We
are going to get together with the Mer-
r imanssoon and talk i tup.

Keep up the good work, Wth warm
regards I am, Carl Cliff-second cousin
to Dr. Richard Buswell, who met Sena
tor Baucus's Mother and Dad. How's
that for name dropping fame?

"You may know, or have
heard of our son, Senator
(Max) Baucus of Montana."
lwas stunned-tothink
such a lovelycouple could
have raised a pol i t ic ian. . .

andthreemileswestof Highway 1 5.
Healsoshowed usthe Mullan Road
route from Lyons Creek to Wolf Creek

It was six o'ciock when we got to
the'Lyons Creek so we made camp.
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