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TheMullan Road Commentanes

istorians follow whatever path
the research reveals. Some-
times the path leads to a dead
end, sometimes a short cut, and sometimes
to another serendipitious fork in the road.
Butalwaysthehistoriangoestotheroad
builder or the original source for informa-
tion. In Mullan’s case that is handwritten
noteswhicharesadlylargelyillegible. Or
the field notes which | haven't had the time
to read thoroughly. The next best source,
although more prone to error, are the works
of contemporary sources. | propose to make
these Mullan Road Commentaries a regu-
lar feature of the newsletter until we have
exhausted all the sources we have found.
This will give you readers a fuller under-
standing abcut how we historians do our
research and give you also a more rounded
vision of that time period. The first install-
mentis from the Olympia (WA) Pioneer
and Democrat, published from 1858 to
1861.Thisarticlewaspublishedonpage
2oftheMay21, 1858issue.
—Deb

Important Military Road
In Washington Territory

From Fort Walla Walla to Fort Benton,
On the Upper Missouri

Gold Discoveries
in Washington Territory

Thefollowing letter, published in the New
York Journal of Commerce, in commercial and
business matters one of the most reliable pa-
pers in the country, will be read with great inter-
est at this time, as tending to confirm the reported
gold discoveries inNorthern Oregonand the
British possessions, and also conveying intel-
ligence of the Government’s intention to con-
structanImmigrantRoadoverwhatisknown
as the northern route leading through “Mullan’s
Pass.”InaconversationaboutLieut. Mullan,
who came on from Washington (D.C.) inthe
Sonora, welearnthat official adviceshad al-
ready reached the Capitol of the existence of
goldinthese new placers, and that it is fair to
presume a large population will soon be attracted
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This portion of an 1894 U.S. Geological Survey map shows the Mullan Road running north of
the Missoula River (now the Clark Fork) in eastern Mineral County. The site of present-lay
Alberton is just to the right of the center of the map, west and north of Petty Creek. See the lelters
(page 3) for a discussion of maps that show the route of Mullan Road.

to that region. This gentlemen, one of the most
activeandefficient officersinourarmy, pro-
ceeds to Oregon on the Panama, now awaiting
the arrival of the Columbia, nearly due, before
sailing. Withthefillingupofthisvastrealmat
the north, and the construction of a wagon road
over a route so eminently practicable, who shall
say but the present improvement will be the
forerunnerofthe PioneerRailroadtoconnect
the Atlantic and the Pacific!

San Francisco Times

Washington, March 31, 1858

The Secretary of War has issued orders to Lieut.
John Mullan, U.S.A., to proceed immediately
tothe ColumbiaRiverandorganizeaforceto
commence at once to work of opening a wagon
road from Fort Walla-Walla, on the Columbia
River,toFort Benton, onthe Missouri. Lieut.
Mullan will, in pursuance of those orders, leave
in the Califomnia steamer of the Sth and proceed
withallpossibledispatchtothefieldofopera-
tions. He will reach the Columbia by the first of
May,andexpectstohavehisforce organized
so as to commence work by the first of June. His

plan of operations will be to push forward with
a train of wagons as rapidly as possible, so as to
reach Fort Benton by the 1st of October, when,
after reporting progress, he will return over the
sameroute,andthence proceed home via San
Francisco and Panama, and reach Washington
(D.C.) in January, 1859.

The intention of the preliminary operations
istodemonstrate the perfect feasibility of the
route, and to open a summer trail for emigrants.
Theroad will besystematically completed, it
being the intention of the Government to make
it a first class road.
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Second Mullan Day Slated in May

The second annual John Mullan Day
event has been scheduled for Saturday,
May 11, 1991, according to Kay
Strombo, secretary for the Mineral
County Historical Society.

The society is now working on con-
tacting speakers for the annual event
whichwillbe heldinSuperior, Mon-
tana onthatSaturday. Theeventwill
beheldinthe 4-HBuilding, the same
hall where the meeting took place last
vear.

John Mullan Day was started last year
as a result of all the interest generated

Thenightbeforethededi-
cation, a reception was held
for the Mullan family at the
Mineral County Museum
with attendence by persons
from seveial slaies ana
Canada. The Museum and
Historical Scciety Board feit
so positive about the re-
sponse that it started the
iMullan Chronicles.

irz July 1989 when the Mullan statue in
5t. Regis, 13 miles to the west, was
rededicatedinitsnewlocationinthe
Lowi square.

The keynote speaker at the event was
Dr. Hugh Mullan of Washington, D.C.
who is the greatgrandnephew of John
Mullan. Thenightbefore the dedica-
uon, a reception was held for the Mullan
family at the Mineral County Museum
with attendence by persons from sev-
eral states and Canada.

The Museum and Historical Society
Board felt so positive about the re-
sponse that it started the Mzdlan Chron-
icles. Butthe need to share informa-
tion in person spurred the movement
one step further, hence the start of the
Jchn Mullan Day.

In 1990 Mullan Day festivities were
highlighted by a video presentation
about the Mullan Road hosted by its
producers Bernie and Dorothy Merri-
man.Itwillbedifficulttotop thatbut
every effort will be made to bring quality
speakers and information to our Mul-
lanites. More details will appear in the
next (May) Mullan Chronicles.

SomarkyourcalendarforaMay11
visit to Superior and join the annual
ruminations about John Mullan, his
men and the Mullan Road.

Another Mullan
Crewman ldentified,
Bringing Total to 324

Mr. Edmund Pearcy went with the
Mullan expeditionasfarasthe Bitter
Root viounains in 1859, returning to
winter at Walla Walla, where he re-
mainedfortwoyears, whenhewent
to Lewiston, Idaho.

Pearcy was born 1832 in Bedford Co,
Virginia. He came overland to Sonora,
California, with a drove of cattle in 1853.
Leaving the cattle in the San Joaquin
Valley, he went to Oregon, settling in
Multnomah County, where he had
three brothers. In 1856 he removed
to Scott County, California, to mine,
with James, one of his brothers. On
theirreturnJameswaskilled by Indi-
ans at Grave Creek Hill. Another
brother, Nathan, also lived in the Port-
land (Oregon) area.

He married Mss. Jennie Davis in 1881,
and wasliving in Oneida Co., Idaho,
in 1889.

With the addition of Edmund Pearcy,
there are now 324 known crew
members of the expeditions between
1859 and 1862. Information about him
was found in the 31st volume of the
Bancroft series of western history. We
hopeyou will let us know if you can
identify any others.

Mullan Miscellany

Whatever John Mullan lacked in size—
hewasreportedlyonly five feettall—
hemadeupinambition. Towardthe
endofthefirstroad-buildingexpedi-
tion in 1860, an officer of the Blake
expedition that traveled up the Mis-
souri River to Fort Benton to meet
Mullan wrote that Mullan “is quite
monomaniac about his road.”

The only black person to accompany
the first road-building group was
Thomas D. Lowza, a 25-year-old Jamai-
can. The 1860 census of the Colville
Valley says his occupation was either
a painter or printer—the writing is
unclear.

Time to Renew

It's time to renew subscriptions. Because
all work is done by volunteers, the money
isused onlyto publishand mailthe Mul-
lan Chronicles .

As a reminder, there will be a happy
face beside your name if your subscrip-
tion is due for renewal, plus one of these
numbersthatidentifiesthe monthyour
subscription expires:

1 means November

2 means February

3 meansMay

4 meansAugust
We value all our fine friends. We apprec
ate your support in the past, and look for-
wardtoacontinuingexchangeofideas
and information.
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Memo from Merrimans

Enjoyed the November 1990 issue very muchand were
interested in the Munholland query about Joseph Mullan.
It’s been so many years since we corresponded with Elsie
Harlow about him that our memoriesare clouded, butl
seem to recall mention that he was a great nephew or some
such. Now, please don’t quote this or let it become en-
gravedanywhere,asfact.Ijustdon’tknow.But,downin
thecellar(behindtheaxe)orupintheatticunderatrunk
areboxesandboxesoflettersandonedaywhenlgetout
fromunderwrapping presentsforallthe grand-kids, I'll
getintothesearch forElsie’sinformation whenshe sent
me the clippings and we’ll let you know what connection,
ifany, there was. Bernie’s health has been fragile all this
pastyearandsoourvoyaginghasbeenlimited. Wewere
therefore doublydelighted when Carl(Cliff)and Dr. Bill
(Trueblood)stoppedinafewweeksbackandwespenta
delightfulafternoonlookingattheir photographsofthe
PricklyPearMedicineRockMountainareaintheirongo-
ingmapping of Mullan’s Road. We believe that perhaps
morethananybodytheyarenosingoutthe trueway.It’s
always interesting in historical research to find divergent
opinions and apparent anomalies. As you go along, the
pastrecedesaway, gettingdimmerand erroneousopin-
ions become etched in absolute surety. One must constantly
keep peelingawayatthe onion-skinsofthetruth. Bernie
and I have often laughingly wondered if John Mullan him-
self wouldn’t beabitatsea if set down in some modern
tangle of roads and rails and mountain passes and asked to
point out his exact route. So it was understandable to hear
about Carland Bill and Mrs. John Baucus’ disagreement
about the road through the Sieben Ranch.

Mullanites, weareso fortunatetohavethe Merrimans
who are long-time steeped in Mullan in our group. What
aresource/Thope Dorothydoesnotgetputoutwithme
Jor mentioning Joseph Muillan, possible link with the fam-
ily. Rememberfolks, itisnotengravedinstone, butthe
possible relationship to John might get someone excited
enough to followitup fromanother angle. Andthatis
-what we are trying to do with the Mullan Chronicles—ger
people excited.
Asfarasthelocationoftheroadthroughthe Prickly
Pear Medicine Rock Montain, it is not unbelievable that
Mudllan took the more difficult route. As we all know, the
samething happenedinwhatis now Mineral County.

Hetooktheroute overwhatwenow call Lookout Pass
instead of the passage north of us which is far more
temperateinweather. Itjustso happenedthatwhenhe
scouted the northern route, it was spring and during the
high-water period. Because of that, the route was briefly
impassable. Anditisbecause Mullanscoutedthisarea
on the Stevens expedition so thoroughly and designated
itthemainrouteduring his ownexpedition (attended
by the extensive geological, meteorological and astro-
nomical surveys his men did), that Interstate 90 travels
through this area now.
The puzzle—and I believe that is the charm of histori-
cal research—does continuee.
—Deb
Linse Locking for Maps A
Please keep your newsletter coming —I enjoy reading each
one. Can’t find a whole lot here on the Mullan Road. Found
onereferencebookatourlibrary, butnothingmore.I'm
looking for some good, detailed, small scale maps. Can
you lead me to some. I'd appreciate it. Thanks.
Bill Linse
1109N34thAve
Yakima, WA 98902

Thishastobethemostfrequentrequest. Tobeginwith,
the maps that accompanied Mullan's report to Congress
arequiteinteresting; theyshouldbeviewedfirst, inmy
opinion, and compared with modern maps of the route.
The Mineral County Musevm (ouwr agency) has those maps
and are available (in pieces, we can’t photocopy the whole
map) for the price of photocopying. Next, you can ac-
quiremaps(forafee)fromthe U.S. ForestServiceorthe
state land office for state lands and possibly private lands.

But the best source I have found is USGS maps. When I
acquiredthe ones[have, [requestedthe earliest maps
that showed in the greatest and closest details in specific
section of particular township andranges. Onemap I
recetved from them datec 1894 (See map on page 1) covers
Section 6 of Township 14 North, Range 23 West and shows
the Mullan Road running adjacent to the Missoula (now
Clark Fork) River. These are the most detailed maps I
Jound and when I purchased them several years ago they
were $1.00 each. I don’t know what they would cost now.
These maps also reflect the contour of the terrain and
show and name many towns, ranches, creeks, trails and
etc. If anyone else has suiggestions of what maps are avail-
ableandwheretheycanbelooated, —Deb
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Book Review—

FORT BENTON, World's Innermost Port, by Joel Overholser

tmust havebeenalaboroflove that
wvas behind the delightful, studious,
:nd remarkable book written by the

Fort Benton historian Joel Overholser.

From fur trading post to western
terminus of the Mullan Road to ship-
ping port thence thetitle), Fort Ben-
tonistheonly fur posttosurvive, the
oldest continuously occupied place
in Montana.

This tome is full of facts, tonnage,
passengers, history of the people, and
the geography.Itis writteninastyle

California Yields
A New Mullanite

Congratulations to Jeanne and Van
Wolverton of Alberton, Montana on

their first grandchild, Christopher sowlgre
Michael Wolverton, who was born that keeps you thinking, “just one more

Detcember 12, 1990 in Santa Civiz, page” before putting it down. It has an
alifornia. Grandpa Van is the com- extensive index and a bibliography
puter wiza;' d'who does the layout and listing 2 host of Montana histories.

publishing of the Mullan Chronicles. Eyom local bOOk_StOf e doesn’t have
Good wishes to him and Jeanne and this excellent book in stock, please ask

thanksforabeautifuljob! them to order it:

AULL AN CHRONICLES
[ineral County Museum

‘ost Office Box 533

uperior, MT 59872

FORT BENTON, World's Innermost Port
Joel Overholser, 1987
LoC # 87-90710, ISBN 0-837959-27-8
Joel Overholser |
Box 69, Ft. Benton, MT 59442

I'was told to ask Joel if the story about
acertaincaskthatcontainedheadsis

true.Isit?




