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Building the M.R.—Part Two

nthe August1,1991issue of

the Mullan Chronicles ap-

pearedthefirstpartofanar
ticle by the same name that originally
was printed in Sunset: The Maga-
zine of the Pacific and of all the
Far West (Vol. 24, #6, June 1910,
It concerned an interview conducted
with an aged John Mullan in 1908, a
year before his death, with Day Allen
Willey.

Prior to theactual contents of the
interview appearing, Willey wrote a
long biographical introduction of
Mullan, including this:

R R T T e P

Itcommencedatthewest-
ernend, forcontraryto
mostwaysoftravel, itwas
built fromwesttoeast.

“M R officially stands for Mili-
tary Road, but the settlers who fol-
lowed John Mullan and his men into
the Inland Empire and made homes
in otherinvitingspots, wouldnothave
it thatway. They began calling it the
Mullan Road, and that is how it is
known to this day to the rancher of
the Palouse, the miner of the Coeur
d’Alenesorthe farmerofthe Spokane
valley. So they speak when they see
those branded posts all theway from
oldWallaWallato theshoreofthe Mis-
sourt, for the Mullan Roadwasblazed
amid the forest, dug out of the hill-
side, lnid throughswampsandstaked
acrossplains, fromitsbeginningnear
the great river of the Pacific water-
shed to the right arm of the greatest
waterwayof AmericaenteringtheAt-
lantic— the Missouri. [tcommenced
atthewesternend, forcontrarytomost
ways of travel, it was built fromwest
to east. By making portages around

the Columbiarapidsat the Dalles, and
the Cascades, the adventurer could
pole his way up the Columbia in the
flat-bottombarges. Leaving theriver
near Walla Walla, he could take the
road — but a curious road, turning
and twistinglike the figure 8. Up the
Palousevalleyit passed to thenorth-
ward, after crossing the Snake River
in southeast Washington. Cu tting
throughwhatis now the Cityof Spo-
kane, butwasat that timea forest, the
route turned eastward into the foot-
hills, then mountains, of that corner
of Idaho that sticks against Canada.
Upandupwenttheroaduntilitcrossed
the Coeur d’Alenes by a pass nearl y
at theline of perpetual snow. Now to
thesouthit turnedfollowing thecourse
of the Bitter Root and Hell Gate Riv-
ersthroughldahoand Montana, un-
tilreaching thevalley ofthe Missouri,
the last post was driven at that old
settlementwhichisfartherinland than

John Mullan, looking more like a Old Testa-
mentprophetthanapioneeringroadbuilder,
is caught by the photographer a few years
before his deathin 1909.

ReprintAvailable

Atlonglast the reprint of the 1863 edition of the “‘Reportonthe
Constructionof a Military Road” is available forresearchers.

Forthoseinterestedin obtainingtheirowncopy,itcomesintwo
different editions. The first is bound and the second is loose signa-
turesinaplasticcase forthosewhowouldwantto putitinabinderor
such. Both have allthe mapsand prints.

The last price quoted at a rare book store was over $400foran
original, so this will be awelcome addition forall Mullanites.

CopiescanbeorderedfromTheBird'sNest,z 19N.Higgins Missoula,
MT 59801, (406)721-1125. A bound copy is $50,unboundis $35, plus
$4postageand handling.

(continuedonpage?2)
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Building the M .R. (continued)

any other town in America to which you
can float from the sea — Fort Benton at
the head of navigation of the Mississippi
waterway.

“A fewmonthsago JohnMullan died
at his home in the Capital City. His body
had become enfeebled with many years,
and his flowing hair and beard had been
whiteneduntilheresembledthepatriarches
ofold. Buthismind, stillalert, wentreadily
back thefifty-oddyearstotheroutethrough
thewild thatwas his lifework. This tale of
Western pioneering, just as he told it to
the writer, is now published for the first
time: (the story continues in Mullan’s
words)

ArrivingintheSt.RegisBorgiaval-
ley we found we would have to win-
teramid themountains. WhattheIn-
lianssaid ofthecoldandsnowstorms
convincedmethatitwould meanfail-
uare to the expedition, perhaps death
to some of us, to try to push forward
antil spring, so early in December a
“uriouslittletownsprangupinacor-
1er of the Bitter Root country. Idon’t
suppose there was a white man out-
side of ourselves in all that basin. To
‘thewestofusrosetheBitterRootrange
ind totheeastward themainbackbone
»ftheRockiesoverwhichwemustgo
roreachtheworldagain. Cantonment
~ordan, asInamed it, was composed
rflog-hutswithastockadearoundit,
andahutwhichyoumightcallablock-
wouse fitted into each corner. We
~houghtitbesttobeonguard against
‘helndians, for we knew wewere far
‘romany aid, and thatif attacked we
nustdepend onourselves. Whenthe

tormscameand covered theground
vith snow from three to nine feet on
e level, we found too late that the
‘tockadewasawasteofwork.Nosav-
=geswouldeverthinkofattackingus
wralled in as we were by drifts.

Westayedinthatvalley from De-
‘emberuntilMarch. Wewereasmuch

ut of the world as though we were

onanisland far at sea. Messenger af-
ter messenger was sent from Walla
Walla, only to be driven back by the
weather. Wehad ourarmyrationsin-
cluding asupply of fresh beef which
waskeptfrozeninthesnowbanks.Our
food mighthavelasted all winter but
scurvy broke out among the troops,
becausetheircommanderfollowedthe
army regulations about diet, giving
them salt meat five days out of the
week. My own men had fresh meat
five days and bacon on the others.
Whenthescurvythreatened tokilloff
thesoldiers,Itockmattersintomyown
hands and assumed command. Dr.
Mullan ordered more beef and less
baconforthem, and by cuttingoff the
red tape, we probably saved many
lives.
Whileweweresnowedinhere,so
to speak, our instruments made are-
markablediscoveryof whichwetook
advantage. What I called a stream or
waveof warmair passesthroughthis
section of the West, apparently com-
ing from the Plains country. It pen-
etrates some of the valleys through
mountain passes and raises the tem-
peraturesothatcattleand horsescan
remain out all winter and graze. We
heard from the Flatheads and other
tribes of such a place where we sent
our stock before settling in the Can-
tonment. Unfortunately we did not
happentolocatewithinthewarmbelt
but just on the edge of it, for fifteen
miles away at the crossing of the Bit-
ter Root river butlittle snow fell dur-
ing the winter, and where our ther-
mometersregistered attimestwenty
degreesbelow zeroattheriveritwas
much warmer. I decided to take ad-
vantage of this heat belt to get some
supplies from Benton if possible, for
wehad eatensomuchfreshmeatthat
food was getting scarce. I needed
horses for a packtrain. Our nearest
neighbors were theFlathead tribe, so

Isentamessengerto Chief Ambrose,
ofthetribe,toaskifhewouldloanme
menandhorses. Themanreturnedthe
nextdaywithabundleofsticks.“The
Chiefsayshewillletyouhaveamany
horses and men as there are sticks in
thisbundle.”
Andhedid.Icountedonehundred
and thirty-sevensticksinthebundle,
and a few days later twenty Indians
andonehundredandseventeenhorses
started for Benton.Thanks to that
stream of warm air, they got through
successfully and brought us rations
sothatinMarchthepartyof path-mak-
ers were ready to begin work on the
homestretch.Thoped toreachtheold
postduring the summer, but only by
working every man of the force were
weabletomakeit. CrossingtheBitter
RootwecametoBigMountainwhere
the soldiers putaside their gunsand
tookup thepry-barsandshovels. For
sixmileswehadtodigourwaythrough
therock,andthesixtymilestotheHell
Gateriver formed one of the hardest
piecesoftheentireroad.Notuntilthe
lastpartof Junedidwereachthisriver
whichiswellnamed.

(PartThree, the final chapter,
willappearinthe nextissue.)
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DebconsidersthemysteryofMullan's “curiouslittietown”

The “curious little town” that
Mullan talks about has long been an
interest of mine. This “town” was lo-
cated in the vicinity of amoderndude
ranch, east of DeBorgia, Montana.
ThosewhohaveRay Borchers’ Mullan
Road Detail Maps can find the site on

s O e e R T U )
Theywerelocated approxi-
mately one milewestof
Henderson, Montana,and
werejustwestofa pointof
rockknownlocallyas
Mullan's Point. The St. Regis
Borgia Riverwas about
twenty-five to thirtyyards
distant. U.S. Highway 10 now
runs through thesite.

page 29. There is still some question
about where the actual siteis. In 1973,
University of MontanaHistory Profes-
sor DuaneHamptonandaninterested
layman, ThainWhite,didanextensive
searchforthesite. TheMineral County
Museum acquired a copy of their re-
port,whichcontainsamapthatshows
thattheybelieved thesitewasactually
about two miles northwest of where
Borchers locates it. They refer to Men
and Trade On The North West Frontier,
edited by G.F. Wiesel, published by
MontanaStateUniversityinMissoula,
1955.On page 74itstates:

Some of the earth embankments
whichwerethrownupalongthesides
ofthebuildingsatCantonmentJjordan
werestillvisiblein1915.DaveO'Keefe,
a member of Mullan’s gang, pointed
them out to the author’s father. They

were located approximately one mile
westofHenderson,Montana,andwere
just west of a point of rock known lo-
cally as Mullan’s Point. The St. Regis
BorgiaRiver wasabouttwenty-fiveto
thirtyyardsdistant.U.S. HighwayTen
now runs through thesite.”

As White writes later, it is hard to
be sure of where the actual site is be-
causetheareasawaseriesofroadsbuilt
throughaswellasanumberoflogging
activities having taken place there. In
addition, alumber mill was located in
the area from 1904 to 1921. Significant
among the sketchy finds the twomen
madetherewerethreerockpilesfound
adjacenttoanoldloggingroad.

White wrote that they “did find
some old square cut nails at the center
pileofrocks plussomesortofoldband-
ingiron. ... The square nails appeared
tohavebeeninsomesortoflogabout3
inchesunder ground ... about 6inches
in diameter.” And some of the band-
ing had obviously been burned, he
noted. Also found in the vicinity were
tin cans, stumps and a brass trigger
guard (Iwilltalkaboutthese furtherin
thenextissue).

White’s notes about the burned
strappingdoesrelatetoapiecewritten
byR.H.Hewittcalled Notes By theWay,
Memorandaofa Journey Acrossthe Plains
from Dundel, llinois to Olympia, Wash-
ington Territory, May7-Nov.3,1862.He
wroteat”Camp91,Sunday, Sept.14:...
In a clearing made for the purpose,
stood the charred remains of the cab-
inswheretheengineersandworkmen
winteredwhilebuildingtheroad. Afire
had swept over the place destroying
them,andstrippingthefoliagefroman
immenseareaof timber.”
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Thisis one of thesketches of nails andironstrapping thatappearsina
reportby Professor Duane Hampton and Thain White. Next issuewe'll
reproduce allthe sketches andtheir commentary.

In1919interestin the site sparked
among local residents. The April 11,
1919 issue of the Mineral County Press
carried thefollowingarticle:

Old Graves Wil Be
OpenedbyKresse

There are five mounds of earth on the farm
ofA.R.KresseatDeBorgia. Itisknown thatfiveof
the crew who were working with Capt. Mullan
on the Mullan trail in 1862, died of scurvy near
this point. Capt. Mullan'’s log book is authority
for this statement. Tradition has always had it
that the five mounds on Kresse’s farm are the
gravesofthefivewhodied ofscurvy. Scoffershave
ridiculed the idea declaring that these mounds
areonly ovens.

Kresse proposes to go to the bottom of the
controversy with a pick and shovel. If he finds
thatmen are indeed bured there, hewill fence off
an appropriate graveyard with signs to notify tour-
ists thattheyare passinga historic spot.

Later on he will announce the day that he ex-
pects to do the digging in order that any persons
interested maybe present.

—0—

Kressedidlaterannouncethatthe
“graves” would beopened on July4th
ofthatyear, butfollowingthatdateab-
solutely nothingappeared ineitherlo-
calnewspaperonthesubjectsoonehas
toassumeit wasn’t done or, if done, it
turned up nothing. Whatever the
source of thesemounds, both Kayand
Iagree they could not have been from
deceased members of Mullan’s crew.
As far as we have been able to deter-
mine, although there was a scurvy
problemamongthetroops,itwastaken
careofbeforeanydeathsoccurred. And
thereisnoreferencetoanydeathsthere
inMullan’sreport. Kay suggeststhatif
they were indeed graves, they may
have belonged to immigrants who
traveledtheroadatalaterdate. Wehave
nothing at this time, however, to con-
firmeither.

(The final installment on Mullan's
interview with Willey will appearin
the nextissue, along with the rest of
Deb'’s commentary about Canton-
ment Jordan and Thain White's re-
search notes and skeitches on the
nails andironstrapping.)
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Highways. At that time the [atter
waschargedwithdevelopingtour-
ism in Montana. | doubt if either
thedepictedroad ormodeoftrans-
portationcreatedthedesiredeffect!

Thepaintingisonthewallofthe
Scott Hart Bldg. of the Capitol
grounds-southeastentrancehall,
agroundlevelentrancetothesec-
ondfloor.Asimilarpaintingforthe
BozemanTrailhangsontheoppo-
site wall. The Highway Depart-
mentwas housed in this building
atthetime.

Want larger or better? Let me
know. Or write the Historical Li-

Enclosed please find reproduction of “The Mullan
road."Thispainting by IrvinShope was donein 1937
n cornimission from the Montana Department of
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Minerai County Museum

Jost Utfice Box 533

uperior, MT 59872
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braryinHelena - nottheHighway
Department.Thelatterhasforgot-
tenaboutthepainting-theydon't
know whereitislocated.
Sincerely,
Raymond Borchers
Ray,

Thanks for your kind letter. You
may be surprised that we have a
copyofthispaintinginalithograph
form that was given to the mu-
seum by the American Society of
Civil Engineers when they desig-
nated the road as a national his-
toricallandmark.Itisinterestingto
learn of its origin,however. Deb



