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MoremysteryofMullan's “curiouslittletown”

e following is the second

part of report of findings

made by Duane Hampton

and Thain White during an

excavation made near DeBorgia,

Mont.in1974.Itwasbelieved tobe

the site, or near thesite, of Canton-

ment Jordan, the Mullan Expedi-

tion’s winter camp during the first
threemonths of 1860.

“HamptonandIdidnotexpectto
find theamputatedlegbonesofthe
poorsoldierthathadthemtakenoff
afterthefrozein1860 — perhapsthe
firstoperationinwesternMontana, that
farwestanyway,” Whitewrotelater.

What they did find, however,
wereseveral metal nailsand strap-
ping and a brass trigger guard.
Whitewrote:

“The nails are the square type,
badlyrustedexceptforoneofthel6
pennysthathasbeenintheoldrot-
tenlogrecovered from... (a) pile of
rocks. (See tracingsaboveright.)

“We so know that Mullan made
purchases of nails at fort Owen in
theyearof1853whichwassixyears
beforehestarted]Jordan. Butlcanfindno
referencetonailslaterthan1853...

StrapIron Banding

“ Alsofoundatthesitewasastripof
lightstrapironbinding thatwas16
3/4incheslongby13/8incheswide
and about .025 thick with a crease
oneachedge. (Seesketch.)

Tt

Ironbanding
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Badly rusted nails, 16d at bottom

Thaveneverseenbandinglikethis.
Oneendissquarecutand theother
has the corners snipped off. It does
notappeartohavebeeninafire.”

about1/8” by 3/64" at the base of
thehead.

“Theotherpieceofbandinghasthe
samedimensionsbutis93 /4inches
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Cuppednail

“Therearethreepiecesofheavier
banding and allhavebeeninafire.
Onepiecehasoneshortsquarenail
near one end and the nail is badly
clinched over the hole as though
whendrivenintotheholesomesort
ofobjectwasheldontheoffsideand

long and broken at one end (see
sketchbelow).

Theholesappeartobepunched,not
drilled. Another piece of banding
(13/16inchwideand.030thick)ap-
pearstohavebothendsbroken off.
Italsoappearstohavebeeninafire.”
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Brokenbanding

the nail curled upon being driven
againstit. One odd thingaboutthe
nailisthatithasacuppedheadmuch
likethetacksused whenaplumbbobis
centered inthehead of thetack—much
thesameassurveyorsuse.
Thenailisaboutoneinchlongand

Finally, theexcavationuncovered
abutton, Whiterecorded. Henoted
thatitwasa20mm."”Scovell’s&Co.
Super Fine” withoutelaborating.

(Next time: the Brass Trigger Guard
isdiscussed.)
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Possidle LocaFion of Cantonmen /' Jurdow

n the December 1, 1991

issue of the Mullan

Chronicles appeared the

second installment of an
article by the same name that was origi-
nally printedin Sunset: The Magazine of
the Pacific and of all the Far West (Vol.
24,#6,June 1910).Itconcernedaninter-
view conducted with an aged John
Mullanin 1908, ayear before hisdeath,
JyDayAllenWilley. Hereisthelastinstall-
mentofthatarticle:

Next came the Blackfoot river, where

he b@at-wagoncamemtoservices, and
oy the middle of summer, we had
reached the foot of the main divide of
theRockies. HearingthattheFlatheads
fad crossed by a pass in the vicinity, I
ook one of the tribe named Charlot,
who saidhehadbeenoverit,foraguide,
and madealittleexploringtourahead
oftherest. Asinothercaseswherelhad
dealtwith thetribes of the Northwest,
Z found that the redskin had told the
‘ruth. The pass was much easier of as-
“ent than the one we had found in the
Coeurd’Alenes. Irode throughitand
returned with the news to where the
roadmakers were at work. An instru-
mental survey showed that the high-
&st point of the pass through on the
main divide of the Rocky mountains,
wasaboutfivethousand, sixhundred
and forty-eight feetabove the sea. We
crosseditinoneday eagerto pressfor-
ward as this was the last great barrier
betweenusand theriver.

Eastof the Rockies we came towhat
wasanew countrycomparedwiththe
wildness and desolation of the region
inwhich we had spent nearly a year.
ReachingtheSunriver onJuly28th,we
ended ourroadbuilding, for the fitty-
f?;vemjlesfromtherivercrossingtoFort
Eentonisrollingprairiewhere theway
reed only be marked. When we
rzached Benton we had completed a
rzuteoverwhichaloadedwagoncould
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journey adistance of six hundred and
twenty-four miles, crossing three
mountainrangesandconnectionwith
navigable waterways, reaching from
oceantoocean.”

Such is the story that Mullan told—
but it is not all. When the whistles of
thesteamboatsand theboomingofthe
postgunsgreeted thearrival of thead-
venturersatBenton,andtheendingof
their task, a new era in the West had
begun. Ithasbeenlinked withtheEast
byanothertranscontinentalrouteover
partsofwhichhassincebeenflowinga
humantide. Beforethesepioneershad
passed themountains, thehunterand
home-seekerbegancominguptheCo-
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lumbia and through Walla Walla into
theInland Empire, and latertheminer
fromCaliforniacamethiswayinquest
of riches. From steamer and barge at
Benton were landed people from the
east of the Mississippi who struck the
road in search of a new home. When
the news went forth in the ‘80’s that
northernIdahowasa vastchamber of
mineral wealth, the route was alive
with humanity, hastening the new El
Dorado,inwagons, onhorsebackand
someonthehurricane-deckofamule,
all their belongings strapped in their
saddles kits. The road changed Spo-
kane into a city from the hut of a fur
trader, and long before the mountain
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canons echoed back the rumble of the
train, the farmer, the timberman and
theranchman were peopling theSpo-
kanecountry.

The first travelers to go Westward
were the roadmakers, for his work
ended, LieutenantMullanmustreturn
toVancouverwithhismen. Afterhim,
cameacommandofthreehundredsol-
diers, the first military expedition to
march across the mountains north of
the South Pass. That was nearly a half
century ago, but to this day he who
chancesalongthewaywillmeetdroves
of sheep and horses, occasionally the
wagonofthehomesteader, forthough
notonthemap,stillitisaroutebywhich
men go here and there in the North-
west,asinolderyears. True, thebuild-
ers of the metal highway have long
sincebolted together thelinks of steel,
but they could find no better route. So
itwasthatwhenJohnMullan, as guest
of honor, saw Henry Villard drive the
golden spike that completed the
Northern Pacific Railroad in 1883, the

ADOCTORAND
HIS CAMERA

Dr. Richard Buswell, uncle of our
own Carl Cliff, recently had an ex-
hibit of his photographs of home-
steadsand ghosttownsofMontana
at the Paxson Gallery in Missoula.
The exhibit called, “Echoes: A Vi-
sual Reflection” contained 31 pho-
tosondisplayforthefirsttimeatthe
University of Montana.

Buswell said, “It's some-
thing I've been working on for 20
years and no one has seen but my
wife.” His interest lies mostly in
westernMontanasettlementsfrom
about 1850 to 1925, especially the
“remoteand undescribed.”

car which bore him passed over the
prairie, amid the forests and through
someof thehill gaps wherehehad led
hissturdy followers years before.
Figures make dry reading, but they
mustbe giventocomplete thestory of
howan Americansoldierand hismen
preformed their duty. The little band
of a hundred cut a lane through one
hundred and twenty miles of forest,
dug out a road for thirty miles in hill

fromthe

September?9, 1991
DearDeb Davis:

Abelatedthankyouforthevideotape
of the Second Mullan Day meeting. |
have just ordered from Jim Dullenty
of Mountain House in Hamiltonare-
printof John Mullan’s “Report on the
Construction of the Military Road
FromFortWallaWallatoFortBenton.”
Guess | just couldn’t resist adding to
the thick Mullan files.

This past summer we have had
numerous visitors, and, conse-
quently,dropinsby formerresidents
andpersonswantinghistoricalinfor-
mation at the River Press, few dull
days. Several descendents of
Alexander Culbertsonturnedup.'m
justmailingtodaythecontentsofthe
Culbertsonfile.I'mnotsure whether
hewasofthe original orofanephew
Robert who came to Fort Benton in
time tobe onthe 1870 census.

Onedaylhad...adescendantof]o-

and mountain, bridging streams
wherenecessary,literally fightingtheir
way for every mile. And when it was
ready for use of the nation the total
amountofmoneytheUnitedStateshad
paid outwasjust$230,000, orlessthan
$400foreachmile. Thisisshownbythe
yellow rusty papers carefully trea-
suredintheWarDepartmentatWash-
ington—the only records of achieve-
mentthathasindeed madehistory.

seph LaBarge, one of the leading
steamboat captains (have had 4 or5
over the years); a descendent of L.G.
Baker, who conducted an immense
trade with Canada and the contract
with the Canadian Mounted Royal
Police 1874-83.Therewentthatday!
Yourprogramwas,ofcourse,inter-
estingtomeandthesendingofsame
appreciated.Sorry forthe timeltook
before acknowledgement.
Verytruly,
JoelOverholser

Joel,

Youarenoslowerthanlamingetting
yourletter into the MC, oranswering
your question about one of the 1991
speakers.itwasDr.G. ThomasEdwards
who spoke last year about Walla
Walla as a Gateway into the Interior
Northwest, 1860-1885.Dr.Edwardsis
a professor of history at Whitman
College in Walla Walla, WA. Deb
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FitzhughMullanFeaturedin AmericanMedical News

nan article updating physician-
nembers of the American Medi-
al Association on the progress of
-ne National Practitioner Data
Jank, theDec.16,19911issueof the
American Medical News quoted
‘itzhughMullan, MD, concerning
‘he data bank: “This is anew part
>f the health care landscape,”
vIullan, director of the federal Bu-
-eau of Health Professions which
»versees the bank for the Health
Resources and Services Admin.
Aullan is a descendent of John
/ullan and visited Superior and
>t.RegisfortheMullanstatuededi-
ationin the summer of1989.

MULLAN CHRONICLES
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‘ost Office Box 533
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Don'tforget
Third Annual Mullan Day
Convention

Saturday,May9, 1992
1:00 p.m.
4-HBuilding
Superior,Mont.

"n.- —-J"‘“‘;'\ A
FITZHUGHMULLAN, MDcarrieson
the family medical traditionin thefederal
publichealthsystem.




