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MoremltstwyofMullan's"cr,Jriootshttletou)n"

rTffi:f"#f,",ffiffi
, made by Duane Flampton

- 

and Thain White during an
excavation made near DeBorgia,
Mont. in l. 97 A.Itw asbelieved to be
the site, ornearthe site, of Canton-
ment ]ordan, the Mullart Expedi-
tior/ s winter camp during the first
threemonthsof 1860.

" Hampton and l didnot expect to
find the amputated legbones of the
poorsoldierthathadthemtakenoff
afterthefrozeinlS60 -. perhapsthe
fi rstoperationinweternlvlontanathat
farwestarryway," Whitewrrcblater.

What they did find, however/
were several metal nails and strap-
ping and a brass trigger guard.
\Alhitewrote:

"The nails are the square fype,
badlyrusted exceptforone of the 16
pennys that has been in the old rot-
ten log recovered from ... (a) pile of
rocks. (See tracings above right.)

"We so know that Mullan made
purchases of nails at fort Owen in
theyear of 1853whichwas sixyears
beforrelresbredlor''danButlcanfi ndno
refererrcetonailslabttranlSs3...

StraplronBanding
" Also found at the site was a strip of
light strap iron binding that was 1 6
3 / Ainches longby t3 / 8 inches wide
and about.025 thickwith a crease
oneach edge. (See sketch.)

q-...-d

Ihave never seen bandinglike this.
One end is square cut and the other
has the corners snipped off.It does
not appear to have been in a fire."
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B adly rust e d nails, 1 6 d at b ottom

about 1. / 8" by 3 / 64' at the base of
thehead.
"The otherpiece of bandinghas the
samedimensionsbutis 93 /4inches

Cuppednail

a

Brokenbanding

"There are threepieces ofheavier
banding and all have been in afire.
One piece has one short square nail
near one end and the nail is badly
clinched over the hole as though
when driveninto theholesome sort
of obj ectwasheld onthe off side and

the nail curled upon being driven
against it. One odd thing about the
nailis thatithas acuppedheadmuch
Iikethe tacksusedwhenaplurrrbbobis
cenb''edinttrehead of the tack-mudr
thesameassurveyorsuse.

Thenailis aboutoneinchlong and

long and broken at one end (see
sketchbelow).
Theholes appeartobepunched, not
drilled. Another piece of banding
(1 3/ l6inchwideand.030thick) ap-
pears to have both ends broken off .
Italso appearstohavebeeninafire. "

Finally, the excavationuncovered
abutton,Whiterecorded. Henoted
thatitwasa20mm. " Scovell's & Co.
Super Fine" without elaborating.

Q,l ext time: the Br as s Tri gger Guar d
is discussed.)

lronbanding
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humantide.Beforethesepioneershad saddtes kits. Theioad changed Spo-il*ached Benton we had-completed a passedthemountains,thehunterand kane into a city 6"r";#'h:;?ii;ff;ri:uteoverwhichaloadedwagoncould home-seekerbegancominguptheCo- trader, and longbefore themountain
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canons echoed back the rumble of the
train, the farmer, the timberman and
the ranchman were peopling the Spo-
kanecountry

The first havelers to go Westward
were the roadmakers, for his work
ended, LieutenantMullanmustreturn
to Vaacouverwithhis men. Afterhim,
ctune acorunand of threehundred sol-
diers, the first military expedition to
march across the mountains north of
the South Pass. That was nearly a half
century ago, but to this day he who
chances alongthewaywillmeet droves
of sheep and horses, occasionally the
wagonof thehomesteader,forthou gh
not onthe map, stillitis aroutebywhich
men go here and there in the North-
west, as inolderyears. True thebuild-
ers of the metal highway have long
since bolted together the links of steei,
but they could find no better route. So
itwas thatwhenJohnMullan, as guest
of honor, saw Henry Villard drive the
golden spike that completed the
Northern Paci{ic Railroad in 1883, the

ADOCTORA},TD
HISCAMEI{A
Dr. Richard Buswe[ uncle of our
own Carl Cliff, recent$ had an ex-
hibit of his photographs of home-
steads and ghosttowns ofMontana
at the Paxson Ga1lery in Missoula.
The exhibit called, "Echoes: A Vi-
sual Refl ection" contained 31 pho-
tos on displayf orthefi rsttime atthe
UniversityofMontana.

Buswell said, "It's some-
thirg I've been working on for 20
years and no one has seen but my
wif,e." His interest lies mostly in
westemMontana s ettlements from
about 1850 to 1925, especially the
"remote and undescribed.."

car which bore him passed over the
prairie, amid the forests and through
some of the hill gaps where he had led
his sturdy foilowers years before.

Figures make dry reading but they
mustbe given to complete the story of
how an American soldier and his men
preformed their duty. The little band
of a hundred cut a lane through one
hundred and twenty miles of forest,
dug out a road for thirty miles in hiii

fromthe
mailpouc

Septembet9,1991
DearDeb Davis:

Abelatedthankyou forthevideotape
of the Second Mullan Day meeting.l
have just ordered fromJim Dullenty
of Mountain House in Hamilton a re-
print ofjohn Mullan's "Report on the
Construction of the Military Road
From FortwallaWalla to FortBenton."
Guess Ijust couldn't resist adding to
thethickMullan files.

This past summer we have had
numerous visitors, and, conse-
qu ently, d ropins by form er resid ents
and personswa ntinghistorical infor-
mation at the River press, few dull
days. Several descendents of
Alexander Culbertson turned up. I'm
just ma il in gtodayth e contents ofth e
Culbertson fi le. I'm not sure whether
he was ofthe original orofa nephew
Robert who came to Fort Benton in
time to be on the 'l 820 census.

0ne day I had ... a descendant ofJo-

and mountain, bridging streams
wherenecessary, literallyfi ghting their
way for every mile. And when it was
ready for use of the nation the total
amountof moneytheUnitedStates had
paid outwasjust$23O,00Q orless than
$40Oforeachmile. Thisisshownbythe
yellow rusty papers carefuly tea-
sured intheWarDepartmentatWash-
ington-the only records of achieve-
ment that has indeed made history.

seph LaBarge, one of the leading
steamboat captains (have had 4 or5
over the years); a descendent of I.G.
Baker, who conducted an immense
trade with Canada and the contract
with the Canadian Mounted Royal
Police 1 BZ4-S3.Therewentthatdayt

You rprogram was, of cou rse, inter-
estingto me and the sendingofsame
appreciated. Sorry forthe time I took
before acknowledgement.

Verytruly,
JoelOverholser

Joel,
Y ou o r e n o slow er t ho n I o m in g ettin g
gourletterinto the MC or onswering
gourquestionobout oneof the 1991
speokers. It wosD r. G.T homosEdwords
who spoke lost gear obout. Wollo
Walla os o Gotewog into the Interior
Northwest, 1 8 60 - 1 B I 5.Dr.Edwords is
o professor of historg ot Whitmon
CollegeinWqlloWolls,WA. Deb



'rc MULLANcuRoNTcLEs

TitzlwghMtrllanFeah,wedinAmsicanMedicalNsLUs
in an article updating physician-
':rembers of the American Medi-
:al Association on the progress of
ne National Practitioner Data
3ank, the D ec. 16,1991issue of the
{merican Medical News quoted
;itzhu ghMullan MD, c onceming
:he databank "Tf:ris is anew part
:f the health care landscape,"
Mullan, director of the federal Bu-
:"eau of Flealth Professions which
rversees the bank for the Health
?esources and Services Admin.
,{uiian is a descendent of }ohn
dullanand visited Superior and
i t RegisfortheMullanstatue dedi-
:ation in the surruner o 11989.
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FITZHUGHMULI'AII, IID carri es on
thefarnily medi cal tr adition in tlu fe der aI

Vublichealthsystem.

MULLAN CgnoNIcLEs
iineralCounryMuseum
'ost Office Box 533
uperior, MT 59872

Don'tforget
Third Annual Mullan Day

Convention

Saturday,Mayg, 1992
1:00 p.m.

4-HBuilding
Superior, Mont.


