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steamboatterminals deftned ends of M.R.
( co ntinu e d from P ag e One )

navigation on the Missouri
river, was established as a trad-
ing post by the American Fur
company in 1816. It became a
government military post in
1869. Fort Walla Walla was
first established as a trading
post long before there was any

There were no rail-
roads at this time
west of the Missis-
sippi River; they had
not even reached the
easf bank of that
stream,

white settlements in M ontana,
and subsequently became a
miiitary post. Communication
was established between the
two posts by means of the
Indian trails. The discovery of
rich gold placers in Montana
brought thousands of adven-

Have You Heard the
One About the Sign
at Mullan Pass?
Dr. Richard Buswell of Helena
called in May and asked if we
had ever heard ofa sign board
that was on the Continental
Divide some years ago that
was a memorial to the fact that
Mullan was the firstwhite man
to cross tJle divide at that point.
Dr. Buswell said he and his
father remember seeing some-
thing written about it being
there but cannot remember
where it was. EEI

turous persons into the coun-
try, and soon made it expedi-
entto devise some bettermode
of obtaining supplies for their
use than by pack trails over
the old Indian trails. As a con-
sequence wagon roads were
opened where the expense was
not too great, nor the natural
ob stacle s insurmountable',r'ith
the means athand. Therewere
no railroads at this time west
of the Mississippi river; they
had not even reached the east
bank of that stream, and nearly
all supplies for the west were
transported across the piains
and through the mountains
by wagon and pack trains.

Now and them some lone
stramboat made its way up
the turbulent Missouri to Fort
Benton with such suppiies as
the early settlers required.
From Fort Benton they were
transported by wagon and
pack trains to the various
settlements and mining
camps. On the Pacific side
similar supplies were brought
around Cape Horn to Portland
by ships and from Portland
they were brought by steam-
boats up the Columbia river to
The Dalles, Oregon, the head
of navigation. The rapids pre-
vented further transportation
by steamers and recourse was
had to wagons and pack trains
as from Fort Benton.

Those were glorious days
for teamsters and pack trains,
and fortunes were often made
in a short time by men en-

gaged in the business with
sufficient capital to conduct it
on a large scale.

As the settlements of the
northwest increased, better
transportation facilities were
demanded, and thus the con-
struction of a great national
road from Fort Benton to The
Dalies became an important
question. Prior to 1850 the
building of such a road, both
as an aid to immigration and
as a military necessity, was
advocated by statesmen of the
time.

In 1853 the Stevens expe-
dition was sent out by the gov-
ernment and one of the duties
assigned to it was to ascertain
the feasilibility of constucting
such a road. A part of the
expedition under the com-

The Hell Gate canyon
was then followed to
its mouth and then
the explorers first
heheld the beautiful
valley in which
Missoula now sifs as
queen.

mand of Gov. Stevens left Fort
Benton in September of that
year, and proceeding south-
west along the old Indian trial
crossed the main divide of the
Roclry Mountains northwest
of the present city of Helena,
and strikingthe Little Biackfrrot
river near its head followed

( continu e d on P ag e Thre e )
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Gorr. Steaens.,first surueged M.R. rorrte
( co ntinue d fr o m P ag e Tw o )

that stream down to it junc-
tion with the Hell Gate river
near Garrison. The Hell Gate

He recrossed fhe
Rocky Mountain di-
vide in a depression
which he called Hell
Gate pass, but which
afterwards became
known as Mullan
Pass. It is here the
Northern Pacific rail-
road now crosses
through the Mullan
Tunnel.

route traversed by Gov.
Stevens, making careful sur-
veys. He recrossed the Rocky
Mountain divide in a depres-
sion which he called Hell Gate
pass, but which afterwards
became known as Mullan Pass.
It is here the Northern Pacific
railroad now crosses through
the Mullan tunnel. Lieut.
Mullan afterwards made a
carful exploration and survey
of the route from Hell Gate to
Fort Waila Walla and on to The
Da-lles.

This route was declared
practicable and one of the
shortest and best that could
be obtained. In i855 Gov.
Stevens effected a treat5r with
the Columbia river Indians bycanyon was then followed to

its mouth and then the explor-
ers first beheld the beautiful
valley in which Missoula now
sits as queen.

Still following the old In-
dian trail Governor Stevens
pushed on through Heli Gate
valley, thence along the south
bank of the Hell Gate river to
near the mouth of the St. Regis
Borgia where they crossed the
Hell Gate river and followed
the St. Regis Borgia to its head,
thence across the divide of the
Bitter Root range, thence to
Fort Walla Walla. There was
already awell estabiished trail
from Walla Walla to The Dalles
along the south bank of the
Columbia river, which was
subsequently explored.

In 1854 Lieut. Mullanwent
back to Fort Benton and re-
turned again over the same

Gov. Sfeyens was I
subseguently electe!
to Congress where I
he ably advocated I
the building of a mili-l
tary wagon road overl
the raute selected I
hetween Fort Benton I
and The Dalles, and I
succeede d in obtain-l
ing an appropriation I
of $40,00 for that I
purpose. Lieut. I
Mullan was placed inl
charge of the work. I

which they agreed to allow the
whits to travelunmolested over
this route. Gov. Stevens was

( co ntirut e d on P ag e Four )

fuom the moil pouch
We recived a nice note and kind

donation from Mildred Mullan Brown
of Maryland. She and her husband,
Robert, attended Mullan Day in May.
She is interested in our efforts and is
helping to see that we keep going.

From Marie Shirey: "As a great-
granddaughter of Gustavus Sohon,
who has the chance to visit you sev-
eral years ago, it's always a pleasure
to find a copy of the Mullan Chronicles
in amongthe bi l ls  and junk mai l .  Keep
up the good work and keep me on
your l ists. Thank you, Marie C. Shirey.

Harry & Caddie Anderson sent us
a wonderful copy of the wedding pic-
ture of Henry Flather and May Mullan
taken in 1915 as well as a picture of
May in her GirlScout uniform. We are
looking forward to having them visit
Superior in the latter part of August.

Large Donation
bg Hank Ra;fiiseg
Our good friend and Mullanite,
Hank Ramsey, of Selah, WA
donated his entire Mullan col-
lection to the Mineral County
Museum on T\resday, May 4.
He is retiring and moving to
Arizona and felt the collection
would be best enjoyed here.
Among the items were original
copies of the 1861 and 1863
reports, many maps and lots
of clippings pertinent to the
road. Thanks so much, Hank.
We will miss having you at our
gatherings. EEI
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M. R.was " great t\torougLtfare' for inmtgrarlts
( continu e d from P ag e Thre e )

subsequently elected to con-
gress where he ably advocated
the building of a military wagon

During 1859/1860 the
road was completed to
the Little Blackfoot
river and some little
grading was done in
that canyon. In the
spring of 1860 Lieut.
Mullan was dispatched
by the government on
other duty and work on
the road uras drbcontin-
ued.

( continu e d from P ag e One )
be accomplished by getting the
two organizations to work to-
gether.

There is to be a walking
tour of a piece of the road in
September (registration en-
closed) that should be exciting
for those who have not been
there. Our good frind, Carl Cliff
will be joining for the evening
get-together. Hope to see you
there.

The next d"y, Don and
friends Richard & Lethene
Parks, spent their time at the
museum copying many of our
files for their collection and to
include in the OCTA materi-
als. It was a great day and in
going through Hank's materi-
als we found some choice tid-
bits that we will share as time

road over the route selected
between Fort Benton and The
Da-lles, and succeeded in ob-
taining an appropriation of
$40,000 for that purpose,
Lieut. Mullan was placed in
charge of the work. He began
at The Dalles inthe spring of
1856 and opened the road as
far as the Coeur dAlene Mis-
sion, in Idaho, when the hos-
tility of the Indians put a stop
to further construction. It was
two years before itwas consid-
ered safe to go on again with
the road, as the Indians con-
tinued their hostilities until
whipped into submission by
Gen. Wright. During 1859/60
the road was completed to the
Little Blackfoot river and some
little grading was done in that
canyon. In the spring of 1860

Lieut. Muilan was dispatched
by the government on other
drrty, and work on the road
was discontinued. Although
not fully compieted by the gov-
ernment the road became a
great thoroughflare. Thousands
of immigrants passed over it
on their way to western and
middle Montana, Idaho, Wash-

ington and Oregon. These im-
migrants did considerable
work on the uncompleted por-
tion. The work done by Lieut.
Mullan consisted of much
heavy grading over the moun-

The hridges, haw-
ever, were less sub-
stantial heing con-
structed of timher
taken from the for-
esfs along the route,
and they were soon
washed away, makins
much of the road
impassable.

tains which is almost as per-
fect today as when he left it.
The bridges however, were less
substantial being constructed
of timber taken from the for-
ests along the route, and they
were soon washed away, mak-
ing much of the road impas-
sible. The total length of the
road fromThe Dalles, Oregon.
to Fort Benton, was about 80O
miies.

In 1866 the territorial leg-
islature memorialized congress

( contirute d on P ag e Fiu e )

Through the efforts of Don
Popejoy, we have a new mem-
ber, the Post Falls Historical
Society, P.O. Box57, PostFalls,
ID 83877. Also another one
who sent dues butwhose name
and address has not found its
way to us. EEf

Ghuck Mead's place

Although not fully I
completed by the I
government, the roadl
became a great thor- |
oughfare, Thousandsl
of immigrants passeq
over it... 

I

goes on. EreI



Mullan Road, Spokane Area
Saturday-Sunday, September 25-26, 1 999

Conceived during lsaac Sfeyens' 1853 survey of a northern railroad route and
buitt 1860-1862 by Army Lt. John Mullan, the Mullan Milatary Road connected
the head of navigation on the Columbia River at Wallula, Washington, to the
head of navigation on the Missouri River at Fort Benton, Montana. lt was
intended as a route for the movement of troops and freight, as wellas an
emigrant route.

The Northwest chapter of OCTA (Oregon-California Trails Association) is planning a

weekend tour over the route of the Mullan Military Road from the southern border of

Spokane County to the Sacred Heart Mission at Cataldo, Idaho. We'll start Saturday

morning at Malden, Washington, with brunch, then follow the Mullan Road route across

private and public property through the Spokane area to Plante's Ferry Park. Along the

way we'll re-set a Muilan Road marker, see a Mullan campsite and the spot where the

tvtutlan Road forded Latah (Hangman's) Creek, and hear mini-lectures by several

knowledgeable local folks. Saturday evening we'll have dinner at Casey's Restaurant in

Spokane]followed by a talk and music by Cliff Carl, who has studied-and walked-the

Mullan Road for many Years.
On Sunday we'll cover the route from Plante's Ferry east through the ldaho Panhandle to

the Sacred Heart Mission. oldest building in ldaho. There witl be an opportunity to walk

in some excellent ruts at Fourth of July Pass.

Ihe cosf of $38 per person includes Saturday brunch, dinner and evening
program, admission s, refreshments for l",reaks, and an illustrated tour booklet.
Briig a sack tunch for Sunday. Each car should have a CB for listening to tour
directions.
For more information, call or e-mail Don Popejoy at5091328-9368 (e-mail:
dpostatcl@aot.com) or Lethene Parks at5091722-6161 (e-mail: lethene@theof,ficenet com).

ffipsia speCific directions will be senf fo fhose who register by September 18.

Reqister

Mullan Road, Spokane Area, September 25-26,1999, Northwest Chapter

Name:

Address:

Number: Amount: Mullan MilitarY Road
Society Member

Make checks payable to Northwest Chapter. OCTAMa' to; r6p ii*)r?'^'ri,iJ
Superior, Montana



Volume Eight, NumberOne MULLAN cnnoruIcLEs

Pry sfr.enno'gry" Cadet Mullan'swest Pointuoorc qn ulTenesv tn
M.R., a "tlecessitg"

( contirate d from P ag e F our )
for an appropriation of $7 5, 00 0
to be expended on the road,
citing among facts in the me-
morial that "the road has be-
come impassible for wagons
for a distance of 20O miies,
embracing all that portion from
Frenchtown, in Missoula
Count5r, across the Bitter Root
and Coeur dAlene mountains
in Idaho territory; that the line
of road surveyed and laid out
by Lieut. Mullan, crosses in its
ascent of the Bitter Root moun-
tains, on the eastern slope, St.
Regis Borgia river some forty-
seven times, and that said road
in its ascent of the western
slope of said mountains,
crosses the CoeurdAlene river
some forty-three times, and
that the bridges, with but four
exceptions, have been swept
away, rendering those streams
entirely impas sable during the
spring and early summer, at a
timewhen ourpeople are most
in need of necessaries not at-
tainable from the east at that
early season of the year." No
appropriation was made by the
government in answer to this
appeal, but private parties in-
terested in moving freight over
the road, spent large sums in
keeping a passable condition.
Its maintenance a public ne-
cessity, as thousands of min-
ers in Montana and Idaho were
dependent upon it for supplies.

ln 1877 Gen. Sherman rec-
ommended the road be re-

Chest Preseryed in Helena
A line in a Mrssouliqn article
about the Montana Historical
Society gave us the informa-
tion that a piece of furniture
that belonged to John Mullan
was located there. We called
Janet Sperry and she sent us
a picture of the chest of draw-
ers that John used while at
West Point. It was donated by
Mrs. Flather in 1945. It was
made about 1845 and is in
beautiful condition. Accordin g
to the description, the chest is
"not ornate: it is masculine
and practical." Something iike
the man himself.

opened by the government not
only as a public highway for
overland travel, but as a mili-
tary necessity. It was accord-
ingly done, and the road is
now in fair condition, though
its necessity is not so great
since the buildingof the North-
ern Pacific and otherrailroads.

Lieut. Mullan when build-
ing the road marked the dis-
tance on trees along the route,
accompanied by the letters
"M.R." meaning "Military
Road", but the traveling pub-
lic did not understand the
intitals and supposed them to
mean "Mullan Road." The in-
nocent mistake can readily be
forgiven since it has bestowed
a just tribute where it right-
fully belongs. Lieut., now Colo-

nel Muilan, is living happily in
Washington, D.C., where he is
engaged in the practice of law.
While now a veteran and gray
with age, Time falls kindly unon
him and he loves to recite to
the youth his hardships and
adventures of 1854.

It was on the line of this
road that Capt. C.P. Higgins
and Frank L. Worden opened
the first store in Hell Gate val-
ley. Frenchtown, Quartz and
other settlements were located
on the Mullan road. On enter-
ing Hell Gate valley several
trails spread out over the level
tract, but the main line of the
road was located through
Missoula along what is now
Main street.
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Cathryn (Kay) Strombo and

We won' t  g ive uF,
hope you won't give

on us!

Anytime you hove some-
thing to shore, pleose do
so. We reolly hove good in-
tentions ond will continue
to try ond get the
Chronicles out. When you
Pqy for o,year you will get a
fulf four issues no motter
how long or how
it tokesl
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MineralCounty Museum
Post Office Box 533
Superior, MT 59872
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