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The Song of Bonner

Well, you've got your: '

Thibodeou, Codieux, Cyr ond Levesgue. ... This is the song of Bonner.
Heikkilo, Bergseth, l(arkonen, Hqmmo. ...He.re is the sorg of Bonner.

The Suomi Club ond 6eorge's Caf6.
Riverside Pqrk, where lhe bond used to ploy.
Pointing the B, the old Engine Shcy.
Join in the chorus to Bonner.

The Morgoret Hotel, the Club Choteau -- oh,
the Block Bridge ond second Red Bridge,
Blue Slide ond Heoven, Aiorco Flots picnics
These ore the lyrics of Bonner.

Akin ond Beodle ond Costonguoy, Disbrow and Erkkilo.
Flening qnd 6endrow, Hill,Inmon, Jones,
Koftelus, Lobbe ond iAoe. Niemi, Otto, Petojd, ond Ronstrom,
Secrisf , Toivonen, Urger ond V iolette. Wisherd, cnd ol' Arnold Tsuggz
the ABCs of Bonner.

A one-ormed bollployer nomed Kelly Pine; Ritchie Fontqine Fights Tonight.
Log-rolling contests, workup snd cutthroot,
These ore the gomes of Bonner.

Akerson, Anderson, Big Nels Abrohomson, Corlson, Dodson, Erickson,Gunderson,
Honson, Iverson, Jocobson, Johnson, Lorson, Mognusson, Modsen ond Motson,
Mikkelson, Nelson, Olson and Otterson. Peorson, Peterson, Robinson.
Solmonson, Sompson, Swonson ond Thompson.
Doughters and sons of Bonner.

Wood smoke wufts on o summer night's breeze.
The troil bock home is cooted with leaves.
Roors of on icebreok on rivers upstreom.

Todpoles stir glodly in the frog pond ... these
ore the seasons ond songs of Bonner.

Old Piltzville homes, Milltown's intrigues,
Pine Grove ot night when the moon shines through,
Silk Stocking Row'cross the street from the White House,
these ore fhe heort of Bonner.

Leavirg the Donkey House os the sun sets
Cautls crinkling on the Boom.
Pike pole in hond, peovy on shoulder,
the song of the river is disturbed by
the crescendo os onother lood of logs hits the woter.
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Soon he is doncing ond proncing from log to log
the night upriver wind chonges the ternpo.
It takes two men to keep the logs in line

, fn the distonce the whoosh, woosh of the deborker.
Then splash as clean logs hit th e water
in the lower pond.

Mr. Fifield keeps logs lined for Eost ond West slips.
Then coulks crinkling on the boom
Pike pole in hond,penuy on shoulder,
Back to the donkey shock ond home.
We will le-ove that jockpot for doyshift.

Timberjocks sowed logs in the
Blockfoot Volley ond beyond:
5o Lumberjocks of Bonner could moke
lumber with pride ond precision:
Building o strong Americo wos port of our mission.
6od-Fomify-- Country

Bonner Bonner
Your history, not everyone knows,
The fndions, the Mill & Horold's Club
Hotef Margoret
Buried under the snow.

Mony old houses sitting
empty
Woiting to find their fote.
The one thot
f remember is Blue 69.
The gorderring & going fishing,we went mony times
The mill yord now is empty everything so still
The smef l of lumber still lingers
f guess it olwoys will.

ADD yOUR STANZA(S) HERE. 14 of 86 complete....

E-moil to Kim Briggemon ot klbrig@ool.com or moil to 4250 Lochso Lone, Missoulo 59802
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Some Bonner School_highlights (.1889-1976)
Jan. 16, 1889: Henry Hammond gives dance to celebrate
completion of Masonic Lodge, or Bonner Hall. Served as first
school until 1907.
1899 - Bonner School female principal, Mrs. Marion E. Jones.
1901 - Bonner School closed twice, in spring to smallpox and in
November when Willie Newpoft, 10, carne down with scarlet fever"
1906 - First school bond election to purchase site and build school.
1907 - September: New two-story school opened..
1911 - September: Bond issue passed to build four more rooms on
the back of the school in anticipation of increased affendance from
Western Lumber Co. Mill opening.
1911 - October: School trustees vote unanimously to pay streetcar
fare for Bonner graduates to attend county high school in Missoula. Ella Falligan
l9l2 - September: Bonner School began offering manual training.
1913 - William Akin begins 3l years as principal. Retires in 1945.
1918 - Polio (flu?) epidemic results in several deaths and closes school. Closed for that reason when World
War I ended on Nov. 11.
1926 - Dec. 19: Sunday Missoulian includes feature story "Unique Institution Is Bonner Milltown School"
1930 - Guy Trenary begins 26-year career as school clerk.
1948 - School building finished: combination grm, auditorium, kitchen and dining room.
1949 - Sept. 16: First meeting of Bonner School PTA in gym. 70 charter members.
1952 - Band program started.
1957 - January: New brick school building opens for business, replacing two-story wooden school.
1957 - Walter Hook donates mural to school.
1958 - July: First school bus arrives. Driven over the years by Frank Anderson, Dennis Ruana, George Offo
and Leo Dufresne.
1962 - Maurice Darrington begins record A}-year career as third-grade teacher.
1969 - September: Middle addition to Bonner School opens. Six classrooms, office, library, band room,
typing room and science rooms included. School enrollment nearly 375.
1976 - April: Bicentennial and open house to celebrate publication of "A Grass Roots Tribute: the
Story of Bonner, Montana" largely conceived, written and edited by school personnel.
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E The. big tress. _sre tqpnlinsa agaln In the BlaeFQor eanrps of
Anacondn Copper l ltnlng eom-

,I, rrfter lts I O yeurs' resptte from
flng act lv l t lec ln th ls reglon. For
vu€ In 1916 that the campa pteked

thelr baggage and moved frorn
nnu Prnlrle, near the tdrr.n of po-
,EC, to the arborerl lrurvegte nlong

Nlne .lt l l le. 3t nrl les rrest of l i lg-
la.
'uw 

the!' are l i:reft-661 In tlre some
t€, of cour$et but f:uther up the
ekfoot tn the Sunxet t l lstrtct, Bod
g agaln tlre flr, tnrch rtnd lrlne log*

sl lp l r lng dow'n the ehutes to the
roatl and the rtver. On hfay lS rho
son oftlelally rr.ached lts end ut
e Ml le,  but  the huge tnnk of  mo\:-
the erlullrrnent of f lve cnmps start -

on tr{ny t, ,t s}-..rtenratle, helutl-
y aeeompl iuhed Job i t  \ \ -as,  but  nut
c$$y oRe. THr I{TAD Otr T}TE.dRUB LrNI
hlrty-ont' l-runRhousen l\-ere kxrderl
) tur ntnn.r- eilrs antl xlrlgrlx'd ovu.

Northorn l):rt. l f ie ir.nt'ks to tron-
nnd t l 'ence tu Sunset on the l t { i l -

rkee's fJlnekfoot bnrneh. Tryt'rt.v*-
'  othcr l ror tnble l rouses tootr  t l re
to route. tresldelr (rno eltn ottl l . Fue$s
rt  othe.r  lnnrrntor:r t r le er lu l ; rment.
I  bcfore thot 'e rol l lng l r { rusos prne-
ert tho x'oodsr to tlretr ;rresent rest-
'f i lneeif ift lvi ls nr,( 'Fnlnr..r thn r t lrr:y
I n bnllustt 'd f iteel ron<l lrefore tlrt 'm
lt}trt6 qZ rn{lesi '  . 'r, s r), .. -

Overcoming Obstacle IE. l
blg Jol l ,  ; rnd a ht tnr ; r  n on{. .  } 'ou I

rk of men rrho wrrrk i lr the u,oodx I
reln$ of  a sr , r r t  t r ' l ro f inr l  tntrn. l '  otr-  |
: les,  r tnd l f , ' l lc t  $tr l1 'g t l r t 'ng ln t l r r .  I
:kest ,  mosl  t . f  f lc letr t  rv:r  1. .  ! :ar . ty i

spr ing lhr '  yr lnces rvhnr"r ,  t t re A. ( ' .1
r ftt 'r. (.;tnll)s nrrlt '  t.est tvere ,rtulet 
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i t\e drlve rhlB eprlng for the B|gl Blnct-
lfoot lU,l l l tng tomprrir|, urrlved tn the
I clty $'ester'al€.1- s.nd sta,tes thut nll of
I ttre lqndlnga tn the Clear*-ater, (trlrn;
ias Pralrle. [tcNamaru'g unrl rhe rull-
I ronO larrdln*B hure all beerr flouted
iirnd nearll' 31.000,000 feer of lotl.s 8re
' rend!' ro be cut ln the milI pond trt
, Bonner. About 10.000,000 feet une tled
i up in *rlmon lnhe and lt ls not known
:defllr itely u'b*rher they rr-l l t be drh-€n
.to thr  rnt l l  or  not .  I t  r roUld be lm-
. possible to nrrrke the drlve at ptt*Bnt
on necount of the lou' $'&ter, but lllr.

'Shoblom $ir) 's thar lf the $-ater rlses
he s'l l l  nt oltte sturt tbe drh'e. The
tlrive thts l eur has been ruade under
gir€at dlsrrdTant&g:es. ns there has bqpn
il sca rclt.r of $.aterr rvhleh Is abso-'
I utel,v tler-e5sgr.t' to t he lumbefmen

i rrhen the-r' depend Upon gettintl the
i logs to rhe nrfl l  pond by that mesnn.
ll lr. Shoblorn Etates ther lf the conr-

paD!' had not been equipped q'lttr'' the
nrilrotd faellltles rt hich rrer€ put In
lrrst 

' 'enrr 
the drive ttds sprinb coultl

;. nel'er have been made. The comp&ny
tihate at leust 13 nrlles of rullrcrud run-
i ning back Into rhe deepll- rlmbered
lsectlon of the couutr;;- ond lhe su$.
I t"gr Br€ hauled from the sr umrls to
I the landlngs along the rlver. u dle-
I tanee of amout l5 rnlles frorn rhe mlil
i at Bonner. bro* the landtngp rhe lo8p
i ate ehot lnto the rlrer and drlven io
f tne mlll. The rtver lr qutre d€ep dtrect-

I t" belon' the McNamano landtngr and
I slth the etceptlon of ts-o or thFee
lghallow placeo, knorrn as the ..Blu€

f SUde," "EIad Marrt !cland." and

I Qulrk LsFrey'a." the drlr.e cran 8.1-
| "rafr 

be rnad€. The rnlll [B runnlng
I full blast at present and lt ts the br-
lder tha,t lt trrtll be lrr operagon
i rhrougihout rhe searon.

I m* mllt t las a capaetty of about
| 250,m a day and tl takes man' rnll-
l l lon fect of logr In the pond ro Insurr
la seuaon'8 cut-  Netr ly ai l  of  thr  r l r . -
term*n are In f rom the drtr-"  and ry l l l
ispend sever iat  du.r 's  f  ; rk lng f  n the s lghtn I
,  before returnlng for the Salmon lnke i
,  r t r lve.  Mr.  .shnblrrrn stHtes th i r t  the I

romll ; rn1'  drr* not ner.ensarl l l  need the I
i  longs on .Salmorr lake. but t f  the rv l r -  |
:  l r . r  r lser thc r l r l r .c rr ' l l l  be nr l r r le,  Thp i' rn l l rq i rd tx.r l  is  l r r  f i r r t .  sh:r1rs l t r t r l  I

I  r t i t t  l rXtds , , f  logs : t t .?.  , l : r  i ly .  11;s 1glr . r l . .
t r r  lhr-  l : r l r ' l i l r tgs:r t r r l  l , i l r - , | -  '

'  J .  t l -  'Frxr l . , .  f  f r { .s i . l r .1t  , r (  I  l l , ,  ,  r r*  ,
.  I f  l ; r r ' l i f r f r t  I ' r r t t l f  r ; r t t t  : r  r r l r - r . ,1 t11 l l rn r . l l  r

t r ,s l r - f r t ; r1 '  : r f l * . f l t rxr t r  f r i l r r r  l?t , t r i l t , r  : r l , , t  i
Si l ! ' r -  t  h;r  t  l rp ls r l t t r r .  t  hatr  l r l r . ; t$Ff l  r r  t i  l r

,  thr-  f : r .  I  t f r ; r t  l l r r .  ' l r i r . r .  ts in intr l  l l t : r t  
t

; t  lSrrrr l  Ff , : r l r f  r l f  'F 
' . l l l  r r  l l l  l r r  t t t ; i r l r .  I l  i lJ .

l r l l r r l r r ; r t r r l  l r . rX f . t r  l , r r l -  i r r l .  r l t t r l r l l rg fU. '  I
h l ; rst  . ' r t r r l  i r ldr t . l l  l ;  r , ; r r l t ; r , l$ r , f  lunr lx.r  I
l ,+ ' r  r l ; t  t '  ; r r*  l r r - l t rH sl t l ; ryrr . , t  t , ,  , . : r r . l . . f . t .
I t r ; r  I 'kr . l

5u4e l ,  l f  cS* Daify f,flissoufian June tr?, 191I

ANNUAL LOG DRIVE
I$ FINISHED

TWENTY-FIVE IHILLION FEET ARE
FLOATED 75 TfrILES TO THE

BONNER MILL POND

After 50 days of hard work
the crew of half a hundred men
under Dominick Ferguson
yesterday finished the anrmal log
drive of the Big Blackfoot
Lumber company and in the rnill
pond above the Bonnerplant now
repose about 35,000,000 feet of
fine logs awaiting the saw. Of
this jam 25,000,000 feet were in
the last drive and represent the
total cut of the last season,
everything being cleaned up along
the river that had been cut clear to
the upper Blackfoot camps above
Cedar and Salmon lakes, a
distance of 75 miles. The logs
no\il in the pond will be plenty -
perhaps too many - for the full
season's run of the big plant.

The annual drive was
completed in good season and
although it required some days
longer than was expected very
little trouble was experienced, the
water being at a good stage. A
large portion ofthe logs had to be
sluiced through both Cedar and
Salnon lakes and on account of
strong west winds that prevailed
progress was slow acro$s those
bodies of water. Othenryise the
Iogs came booming along fine and
jammed up neatly against the
10,000,000 feet in the Bonner
pond left over frorn last year,s
cut.

With the finish of the annual
drive the last two logging camps
on the upper Blackfoot have been
discontinued for the season and
250 lumberjacks came out of the
woods to civilization. They were
in much evidence about the city
yesterday. However, a majority
of them will be emptoyed during
the summer and fall at the mill at
Bonner which is no\ry running
regular capacity.
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TWENTY.TI?! HILLION FEET
gAwt*ocg t$ tif LL PoNDS

AT AONNER.
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Btc B|.AGKFOOT CREW PtrTB ztq-
.TSO FE€T OT{ TR'IIN !N

EI€HT HOUR8.

Goorg:e Fox, a scaler ln the employ
of the Btgi Blackfoot Mnltng eom-
p{r-try, wnr ln the clty yesterdJr}, and
t€illf of a, record breaktng feat Bc-
complbhed by ttre loaders of a lWglng
traln on tbe Blg Blackfoot railroad a
day or two ago. Forty-flve cans rvene
looded ln elght hours x-ith a stearrr
logi loader and a cre$- of se\-en men.
There were 1,365 logs ln the load and
they scated Zl0,l.S0 feet by aeeurate
me8gurement. $orne of the ca'rs con-
tslned s:g many ss {? logts. LTnder oF-
dHnary cfrcumstanes from 130,000 to
ll0,{mi,,,,feet repnesentg et€iht houng'
'sork aad the wjork of the erew malres
It the rscord for the entlre loggtng
oDuntnr. Tbrougbout rhe loggtng dls_
Hct there la keen rlyulry arnong the
lurnberJacks a8 to th€ eharnptonrhip
of ttre loaderr and the belt ts 1ro$.
rfgihtly the property of the Btg; Black_
foot boyrs, provlded such r trophy- was
offercd for log: toadenr,

Prs.ctlcalty' er?nfthtng depends on
the engtneer In the suecessful toadlng

" of & lryglng traln and Englneer Clem
''Tlenr':r had _charAle of tht tryrerailons

wben the record $-as made . In'illtarn
&rgalle lB ttre bead loader of the enew
and ever? rnember \r.a^s expert at the
partlcular pleee to whlch he tr-as as-
s$ned

!llr. Fox ststed la-rt evenlng that
the condltions for fa*qt loarling rr.ere
not the mq.rt fsvorabte s.hen thls rec_
ord wq"s rrade and that the (.np\l. tn_
tended maklng another effort ln the
nert few days and they ane conft,ilent
that  they * ' l l l  loat l  * t  lenst  u r t  u:r  r ter
of a rnl l l  ion feet of loFs a t t  hp rrext
trlal-

The steam loader lr;rs been irr use
by the Blg lSlackfoot compan-r for the
past t$'o spasons lrrrd has greatl). slm_
pllf ted f he rvork r,f log loadinf, I- 'nrler
the rnost fa ' . rable c l rcumst:rn(.es
shen a team of horses ;rncl (.rc\ l- nf
tnen load in t he old fash lonerl/ \r.al..
60.000 feet uf lugs is :r rl rrx t.ef rl i rrg I r-
good dalr's rvork.

Tonight--Gmnd Open i n g'*7oni ght,
"The Belvldere" salrrrn. forrnrt. l ) .  r  he

r



Drive the River l)own

For it's break the rollways* out, my boys,
and let the big sticks slide !

And file your calks** end grease your boots
and start upon the drive.

A hundred miles ofwater is the nearest
woy to town;

So tie into the tail of her
and keep her hustling down.

There's some poor lads will never lift
a peavey*** hook again.

Ir{or hear the trees crack with the frost,
nor feel a warm spring rain.

'Twas faUing timber, rolling logs,
that handed them their time;

It was their luck to get it so,
it may be yours or mine.

But break the rollways out, my lads,
and let the biy sticks slide.

For one man killed within the woods,
ten drownded on the drive.

So make your peace before you take
the nearest way to town,

While lads that are in heaven,
watch the drive go down.

Old ballad

* rollway - The landing where logs are piled during winter by the lumberjaks in preparation for
the river drive.
** calks - Sharp, pointed metal spikes protruding from the soles and heels of a
riverman's boots to allow surer footing on logs
*** peavey - a stout wooden lever for rolling logs, equipped with a curved hook on the side and
a spike in the end.

6
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Doniel E. Bondmonn(1837,1905)

1840: Born in Bettenhausen, Hessen, Germany

1855: Stage debut in Germany

1858: U.S. stage debut, at German theater in Bowery in New York

1863: Broadway and English theater debut; Niblos in New York as

Shvlock in "Merchant of Venice

1868: London Saturday Review: "At present the attention of the theatrical world is chiefly

centred in Mr. Bandmann...o'

1869: Malried actress Millicent Palmer from Lancaster, England. Took troupe to Australia.

1879-1884: Toured with Louise Baudet and troupe to Australi4 New Zealand,India, China,

Singapore and Hawaii

1884: (June) Played in Missoula to help open of Maguire's Opera House, a remodeled

livery stable on the south side of W. Main. Buys 80 acres near Florence and forms

cattle parnership with Robert Childs of Florence.

1885: "An Actor's Tour, or Seventy Thousand Miles with Shakespeaxe'o published.'

1887: Buys first two of five ranches in Hellgate canyon; prepares to retire from professional

acting. Raises Holsteins, horses, pigs, chickens and apples.

1892:Divorces Millicent and marries a student, Mary Kelly. Eva Bandmann born, first of

four children with Mary. Followed by Susan (1893), Hebe (1395) and Daniel (1904).

Suffers severe monetary losses in Great Panic of '93. Goes back to acting to pay bills.

Declares war on San Jose scale bug that threatens Montana apples.

Produces and stars in o'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde" at the Missoula Empire Theater

Sells option for 20 acres to William A. Clark's interests to build hydroelectric dam.

Nov. 23 Dies unexpectedly at age 68 of heart failure at Bandmann ranch.

Nov. 26 Buried at Missoula Valley cemetery

1911: Feb.24 fne destroys Bandmann house, including the late actoros writings and

1893:

1899:

1900:

1905:

8

wardrobe. Family lived in town.



fuIaking Certain It Goes On

At last the Big Blackfoot river
has risen high enough to again cover the stones
dry too uuuty nronths. Trout refurn
from srunmer harbor deep in the waters
of the power company danr High on the bank
where he knows the river won't reach
the dnmk fistrermarr tries to focus on
a possible strike, ffid tries to ignore
the hymn coming from the urhite frarne chruch.
The stone he leans againsto bleached out dull gray,
underwater looked beautiful and blue.
The young minister had hoped for a better parish,
say one with bells that sound gold
and a congregation that doesn't stop coming
when the mill shuts down.

We love to imngine
a giant bull trout or a lunker rainbow
will grab the drunk fishernran's bait
and shock the drunk fisherman out
of his recrurent afternoon dream and into
the world ofreal sky and real water.
we love to imagine the drought has ended"
the high water wiil $ay, the excess
irrigate crops, the mill reopen, the workers
go back to work, lovers reassume plans
to be married. One lovero also the son
of the drunk fisherman, by now asleep
on the bank for no trout worth imagining
has come, will not invite his father
to the happy occasion though his father
will show up sober and properly dressed,
and the son will no longer be sure of the source
of the shame he has always rehearsed.

Next summer the river will recede,
the stones bleach out to

q
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their dullest possible shade, The fisherman

will slide bleary down the bank

and trade in any chance he has of getting

a strike for some old durable dreafiL

a dream that will keep out the hymn

coming again from the chrrch. The workers

will be back full sttift. The power cornpany

will lower the water in the dam

to make repairso make repairs and raise rates.

The drunk fisherman will wait for the day

his son rettrns, divorced and bitter

and swearing revenge on what the old nuln

has come to believe is only water

rising and fa[ing on climatic schedule.

That summer came and is gone. And everything

we predicted happened, including the death

of the fisherman. We didn't mention that before,

but we knew and we don't lie to look good.

We didn't foresee the son would never return,

This brings us to us, and our set lines
set deep on the bottom. 'We're going all out
for the big ones. A new technology
keeps the water level steady year round'
The comFany dam is self cleaning"
ln this dreamy summer air You and I
dreamily plan a statue commemorating
the unknown fisherman. The stone will bear

no irscription and that deliberate anorymity
will start enough rumors to keeP
the mill operating, big trout nosing the surface,

the chwch reforming urhite frame

into handsome blue stone, and this comrnrrrity
golng strong another hundred years-

* Richard Hugo
From "Making Certain It Gws On"
1983,'W.'W. Norton & Co.

r23

1

1

lF\ 
' -

t t  l l

l \ /  i,
I



Thqnks everyone for coming, listening and shoring this month.
Now thot we're through, theres just one thing left to do:

\^/rite it down.

Your memories ond thoughts, poems, sketches, verses to "The Song of Bonner" ... the
history thot you hove in your heod ... ony Bonner-reloted subject from the 19th, ?Oth or
2l't centuries will do ... .

Get it on paper or it will be lost. Don't worry obout form or style.

Write it down

fmogine the collection we could produce together from these "When Bonner Was
Young" forums.

Wfite it dOW[. rt you core to shore whot your writings, r'd be honored to
collect them ond some doy (I'm not promising when) we ll put them together ond
publish them.

Send to me ot kf bri or Kim Briggemon,4250 Lochso Lone, Missoulo, MT
59802. Phone:549-7r80

"The Fireboat" Charles M. Russell, 1918
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