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WHITE ADDS T0 COLLECTION

iy election day vigilt with
Levvg--time Mullamite, Thain White
by, Monmbana, yvielded an
acdition o FMoallan collection in
the Mineral Cowsby Buseam in Superioos,
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Frave belonged Lo ores members.,
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embled oollection reads as

"Relics in divect association with the site. Thess were

TLocated v 1975 - 11% vears later.
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Dok, supplied to officers and enlisted men between 1840~
ToDay located deep in ovne of the firveplaco
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Three sguare nails probably purchased at Fort Owen (a
~Edw the Bittervoot Valley about 100 wmiles Ffrom modern
perica) dv 1858.

" Fooctionvs of buttons similar to bthose used on canvas
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Ns a matter of fact, White says, the goggles were the
sane as bthose used by the Greeley expedition in 1880 so they
are of the vight vintage.
Aleo duwivg the visit with White, he studied the button
atured in the last edition of the Mullan Chronicles in an
effort to get a date and use for the item. He determivned it
was "The Line Eagle Device with blank recessed shield on the
breast, " Necording to his sowree - Uniform Buttons of
American Armed Forces 1784-1348, Vols., I-11, by David F.
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Johmsorn ~- it was a general service buttorn produced by W, H.
Horstmarnn & Sons of Philadelphia.

White said he’'s held these materials since he worked with
Duarne Hampton, Carling Malouf and Marge Hahv on the dig in
1975, He was unsure what to do with them but rnow feels
satisfied that they have row found a good home.

White also gernerously lent to the Mineral County Museum
and Historical Society his entire research file on John
Mullar, the Mullan Road and Cantorment Jovdan dig. The
museum has completed photocopying these materials and they
are row ivn the Mullan file for futuwre researchers.

nd, as far as the mounted items, White wped that the
museun print oot a new description of the collection before
putting it or display. Wher that’s been done, it will assume
a prominent place in the Mullan room.

SOHON DESCENDENT PAYS VISIT

August second brought tws visitors to the Mineral County
Museum.,

Fat Williams, western Montana Congressman, paid a visit
to donate a copy of each of his five campaingn posters to the
museun’ s political collection which was greatly appreciated.

At rearly the same moment, a small, guiet dark-haired
waomar, also from Washington, D.C., slipped into the door. It
turned out that she -- Marle Shirey —— is the pgreat-pgreat-
granddaughter of Gustavus Sohon. Sohon, a native of Germany,
sarved as a guide, interpreter and artist on both the
Stevens Expedition in 18%3 and Mullan’s treks.

Shirey said the art that Sohon gernerated during the
Mullarn expedition can be found at the Smithsomian
Institution. There are a number of Schon works iv the Indian
archive area of that institution, she said, and her family
is trying to locate other unkrnown works that he may have
created,

Shirey was delighted and surprised to find this museum’s
building collection and information center because she has
beern looking cross-country for such a resource. She became a
Mullanite on the spot and we hope to exchange any pertinent
informaticon with her. We hope she may have a photo to add to
the pictuwes of Mullan in the Mullan room. If you have some
iviformaticn about Sohorn that you are willing to share with
Shirey, please contact us or Marie Shirey directly at 4407
Willard Ave., Chevy Chase, MD #0815,

DID YOU FORGET SOMETHING

A very nice camera was found after owre the Mullan Day

together last May. Thinking it belonged to someone else
we sent it to them. They retwrned it this fall so we are
asking if it is yours to identify and we will send it
prevoyrt o !
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Mullan Chronicles,

Fleased to see the picture of Hamp Hamptorn, now I know
what he looks like, out of a more o less clear sky he
loaned me a ms. (manuseript) on a gunsmith on the
Mussel lahell in the 1860s diary ...

Mention of the Higgins & Worden store at Hell Gate
reminded me that somewhere I have a photo of that store,
takerr with Maorry Woody in Ffront about 1930, she the
granddaughter of Frank Woody, who clerked for them, wish I'd

asked more guesticns about her mother at the time. Mary died
a couple of years ago in a Los Mrpgeles suburb that was a
pleasant little town that was about 1500 when I visited her
in 1943, It had grown to 80,000 by the 1960 census.

Btill interested in Mullan, bought a copy of that long
lormg report a couple of years ago, hut havern't done anything
bhut check as yet.

Joel O(verholser)
Fort Bernton, Montana

Joel,

We're always happy to hear from you. 1 wonnld like to pget
a copy of that photoo I'm slowly doing some research on
Higgins & Worden., They were freight suppliers for many o f
the merchants in the Cedar Creek gold rush that took place

rear here ir 1870s. I wrote a book about the rush called
"GBumhoot Garblers: Tales of the Cedar Creex Gold Rush" a few
yvears ago. In the research on that project, I found an
interesting stash of letters mixed in with orders they kept

e File and I just rneed the time to dive into them. That's
the trouble with earming a living —-— it often interferes
with what cwve would rather be doing.

Deb

M s

We enjoyed the May and August issue, particularly "Loads
s the Reoad." "The Diary of Eli Sheldon Glover," Ye Galleon
fress, Fairfield, Wash., tells of Glover’s travels on "the
government road" in the fall and mid-winter of 1875, Some of
the clirbs were so steep, said Glaver, that the horses would
Fall back into the driver’s seat. On Oct. 13th, 1875, he
writes: "The road climbed fearful grades only togo down
again on the other side. Lieutenant Mullan, who built this
yoad, seems to have a mania for petting up as high as i
possible and then go down the steepest place he could find.
We suppose his object was to make the road as direct as
possible, but we think distance could have been saved by
fFollowing the sides of the hills arcund by a uniform grade
in place of going up and down so much. The Indians have
hette: trails in some places that we follow instead of the
road. !

Today, of course, we all know that Mullan was ill-
equipned to do heavy side-cuts and excavations and he had a
phobia for low-lying river basins that loved to flood during
the spring freshets. And, besides, he was in a hurry.

Loomking forward to your next issue.

Fevrmnie and Dorothy Merriman
i T ol mbpe, ¥
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Mevrimans: o

Thanks for your contyibution about the steep roads.
Reminds me of an interview I did with a local woman who was
in her early 90s a few years ago. She said when they moved
here, they traveled the Mullan Road over the Scenic Rocks
gorge a few miles west of Alberton. She said they had to
arnchon the wagons with logs at the back to ease them down
the mountain., I've often envisioned that as I breesze by on
Interstate 920 and think how fortunate we are today.

Deb

Dear Museum Feople:

While reading a copy of the Mineral County Fioneer, I
came across some publications that I would dearly love to
have (which be then ordered). With a love of Montana
history, T am

Eryarn B, Valett
Richland, Washington

BEryar,

Welocome aboard! We hope you enjoy your new membership to
the Mullan Chronicles newsletter. We're a small but cozy awnd
chatty group who likes to mull over Johv Mullan, his men and
the Mullan Road. Everyone is welcome to participate so jump
vight in there.

Deb

Chyovicles,

After a visit to Fort Benton (I am intrigued with that
town and its history), I became interested in the Mullan
Flilitary Road and decided to search out and learn all I
conld about it. I mentioned my interest to a friend whao
obtained a copy of a paper presented to a conference of the
Mortarna Historical Society in 1987. Since thern I have been
collecting bite and pieces from various sowrces such as
ViEWSpapers, books and other publications.

At the most recent conference of the Montana Historical
Bociety I met and had a lively cornversation with Mrs. Towe
who had traveled the full length of the road in this state
with the Antigue Car Association. This gives wme the impetus
o learn if it is possible to do the same, or perhaps to
hike on sections. 1 am aware that some portions are on
private land and some are covered by modern highways.

Frat Bowers ;
L.ame Deer, Montana

Dear Pat,

The paper presented in 1987 was probably that of Dr. G
Thomas Edwards, professor of history at Whitman College in
Walla Walla. He spoke on "Walla Walla, Gateway to the
FPacific Northwest" at that conference and at owr second
Mullan Day celebration in superior in May 1991, An article
with the same information and title appeared in the Summer
1290 Montana the Magazine of Western History.

I regard to your guestion about hiking or traveling
segments of the road, Interstate 90 travels over o rearly
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dirvectly over portions of the voad. You may want to contact
Raymord Bovchers for a copy of his book.
Iri Miveral county we are working on a project to make the
vroad more accessible (see story page ).
Thanks foor joiving us and we hope youw enjoy the MC.
Deb

MONIES AVAILARBRLE

Movrey is available from the Montana Dept. of
Transportation for preservation and recreatiocnal enhancement
of historical sites to gualified applicants.

The Community Transportation Enhancement FProgram was
created as a result of a federal law passed in 1931, This
requires a portion of federal highway monies to be set aside
For each of Montana®s 596 counties for projects selected and
put iv priceity by local govervment. The projects must fit
the oriteria set down by the department and include:

-— facilities for pedestrians and bicycles;

=acguisition of scenic easement and scenic or historic
sitesy

= geenic or historic programss

------ landscaping oo other scenic beautificationg

~— historic preservationg

- rehabilitation and operation of historic
transportaticon buildings, structures or facilities including
historic railroad facilities and carmalsg

== preservaticn of abandored vailway corvidors including
the conversion and use thereof for pedestrian or bicycle
trails;

e cortyal and vemoval of outdoor advertisingg

= avehaelogical plavming and research;

mitigation of water pollution due to highway vunoff.

Joe Hansorn, a fellow Mullanmite, brought this program to
the attenticon of members at a recent meeting of the Mineral
County Museum and Historical Society. Those gathered agreed
to pursue these momies after deciding to locate portions of
the Mullan Road in the county that would be good candidates
for any of the above-named projects. Hansorn, who is from
Albertorn, Montana, said a local Albertorn group has a portion
of the old Mullan Road and railroad right-af-way it would
like to acquirve and the museum members agreed to cooperate
with that project as well as promote other portions of the
raad iv other county locations.

Whern a project has been determined, it must be taken to
the local town or county government for approval and
matchivng monies must be found before it is sent on to the
state forr its acceptance, according to the program’s
iviformat ion packet.

The MC staff will keep other Mullanites abreast of what
is happerning with this project.

DUES DUE IF SMILE ‘RY YOUR NAME

Terr Mullanites will rnot be receiving this issue of the
Chronicles this time as their dues were at least twe years
over due. We hate to loose anyone so please send us a check.

Thivk of all the good stuff you?lll miss if we have to delete
YO FIame .,
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ROAD CREWMAN HUNG

v interesting piece of information came to light this
past suammey While perusing a book on Rarmack, first capitol
af Mortana Territory, a familiaos name jumped out.

Christaopher Lowery, originally from Permsylvania, was a
member of the 18%9-60 voad building crew. He was hung in
1864 in Lewiston, Idaho for his involvement in the murder o
Lloyd Magruder. The murder was a sensation at the time being
called the "Magruder Massacre" and was the first case Lo be

heard in the cowts of Idaho, A full description of the
evernts can be found in Bancroft’s History of Washingtorn,

Idaha and Montana, pages 458 to 454 and there are several
abher books and articles about the event.

owery was in trouble before the incident as he had
served three years of a five year sentence in San Quentin
for grand larceny, then escaped from prison and left
California for good. He obvicously went to Washington as that
is where he sigred on with Mullan as a blacksmith. When he
left we do not keow bt it was sometime in 1861 or 1862, two
o three years before becoming involved with others and
their scheme to murder Magruder.
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