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MULLAN ROAD COMMENTARIES

From the May 13, 1859 Olympia
Pioneer and Democrat:

Lieut. J. Mullan, Second Artil-
lary, U.S.A., says the New York Tim:
in command of Northern Pacific Mili
Road Expedition to Oregon, with his
corps of assistants, arrived in New
York from Baltimore, and took rooms
the Astor Home. Lieut. Mullan last
summer began operation upon a wagon
road in Oregon, extending from Fort
Benton to Fort Walla-Walla, but was
compelled to suspend operations upo
the work in consequences of Indian
hostilities in the northwest. The 1
Congress appropriated $100,000 to e:

~able this effort to continue the ro

' Lieut. Mullan sails for Oregon in t!

' present steamer to California, and

" will be assisted by the following-

- named gentlemen, as ordered by the
Secretary of War: A.M. Engel and T.E

Kolecki, Topographers; C. Howard,
Civil Engineer; R. L. Wesner, Astro
nomer; DE. John A, Mullan, Physicls
and Geologlist; G.C. Tallaferro and
John A. Smith, General Assistants;
C. Spangler, Wagon-master.
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Portlon‘of Johnson' s
Nebraska, Dakota, Montana

and Idaho map published circa
1865 -- T. White Collection
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MULLAN DEFENDED

[The following is a reprint in part from a2 Letter to the Editor
that zppearad in the Aug. 14, 1977 Spokesman—Review newspaper.]

“We wish to correct soms misinformation in an article in The
Spokesman Review. Mrs. Judy Conklin Pilder, a member of ths School
Eoard for District 81, was guoted as saying she could not vote in
fzuor of naming & new grade school in honor of Capt. John Mullan, a
man "who killed thousands of Indians.”

The following fzcts regarding the 1i
of records:

~h

2 of John Mullan are a2 matter

1. While Mullan held a :oﬂmission in the U.S5. Army (having baan
graduated from West Point Military Academy’, he was an =nginser, not =2
combat officer... Official reporis of that campaign point out that
Mullan functioned as a topographic engineer rather than as a

combatant.

-

2. There iz no record that Capt. Mullan ever killed a single
Indian in his lifetime (let alone the “thousands of Indians" he is
credited with killing in the article). The only record of physical
ancounter betwsen him and the redmen occurread on the Snake River at
the start of Wright's campaign ... {(whan he) nearly lost his own life
and the Indian sscaped.

Z. Mullan did interceds with his commanding officer to

1 zave ths
life of an Indian during that compaign ... & l4-year—-old Indian boy
whom the gensral was about to have hung ... (the boy was spared and)
afterwards called himself "John" after his benefactor. (Ha) later

worked for Mullan on 2 ranch near Walla Walla ...
4, Mullan was highly regarded by ths Indians in this area
lways "talked straight,” in spite of the fact he had th

of building this wnwanted rosd thra ... the very h=art o
country within two years after the bitter Indian-White war here

5. While the rozd was initizlly built as 2 military road, its use
for that purpose was far overshadowsd by its use as a routs Tor
smnigrants ...

&. Mullan had unparalleled opportunity to “exploit" the Indians in
this area by ftaking advantage of ths t he and his men discoversad

i

h

old and s=ilver zites, and vi mber on Indiazn lands during
2
y

g =pd 1

road surveys and construction activities. Mullan consis tently
declined to take advantage of this information and saw to it that his
Cownrke followsd suit, displaying a2 high sense of personal integrity

We could cite many other points which buffer our contantion that
Captain John Mullan was not pictured in a2 true light < ww ARCERS
article. We personally think he merits having a school named in his
= ™

L {

o
o
N

s nd {(schools) would do well to teach Children <. what he did
arnd what he stood for.
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Jerome Peltiesr
Vaerle Faiser

Members of Spokang Corrzal, Ths Wesste
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d. Note. I think the final estimation by TtThess persons wWas
correct because John Mullan, his mem and their contribution to the
history of the Northwest has been largely overlooked or minimized. I'm
not sure why. Maybe its because we (MC) are zbout 100 years late
getting started!]
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from the
mail pouch

We heard from several folks since our last publication came Dut
and one of our n2w members shared an exciting proposals:

"Dear Cathryn, Movember I, 1992

"“After 2 visit to Fort Benton (I am intrigusd with that town and
its history), I becams interested in the Mullan Military Road and
decided $to search out and l2arn 21l I could about ift. I mentionsd my
interest to a3 friend who obtained a2 copy of a paper presented to a
conference of thes Montana Historical Society in 1987. Since than, I
have b=en collecting bits and pisces from various sources such as
newspapers, books and other publications.

1 e

e %S

i

the moszt recent conference of thes Montana Historical Society,
I met and had a3 lively conversation with Mrs. Tows who had ftraveled
the full length of the Road in this state with the Antigue Car
Association. This gives me the impeiftus fto lszarn if it is possible to
o the same, or perhaps to hike on sections. I am aware that some
portions are on private property and some are coversad by modearn
highwavs.

H

Sincerely, Pat EBowers
Lame Desr, Montana®

B
Pat, .

Thank yvou for your letter and welcome to the Mullan Chronicles. |
think vou migh%t learn more than you could imagine from Eill Trusblood
gnce. They have coversd the
=]

and Carl Cliff if you attend our May confer

Mullan Road step by step from beginning to and (and through some LTight
spots, as [ recall) over the past few yesrs. Another source of the
lomcation of the actuzsl road can bs found in "Mullan Road Detail Maps
From Walla Walla, Preliminary Edition® writiten by Raymond Borchers.
Let us know if wour would like to purchas=s a2 copy (I belisve they are
less than $10.00 with ps/h.) Az Tar zs the paper pressnited a2t the

Montanz Historical Socisty o
"Walla Walla as a Gateway in

nference, [ belisve that probably was
o the Interior Northwest, 18&0—1885,

which was pressnted at owr sscond Mullan Conference in 1991 by its
author Dr. G. Thomas Edwards, gssor at Whitman College at
Walla Walla, Wash. I found it fascinating to
Il S

m e+ O

se2 how connsctad sarly
Walla Walla znd Montanas Territory wers sincs that has besn my sra of
:uudv ﬁnﬁ, by the way, [ hops you had a chance fto visit with

Mullanite Josl Ov mxhqlfer whan vou ware 1in
great lelp in our efforts.

14| ] . Jan. 23, 19%32

"I'm interested in le an about the Mullan Trail.
My grandmothsr, when 12 yeara old, travelesd over parft of the
Trail in 18&1.
Verna DO. Dolphin
Spokans, Wash."
Jarna,

Dlad to have you reEnew your =Hb::r1p 1i0n. We rembsr you
first Mullan gathering that was hsl in Suparior over the Ju
holiday in 19%98% -—- Montana's Centennial vear. We had zs gues
of the Mullan family and its was lofs of fun. Hop2 you can cor
Mullan Conference in May.

2 to the
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"Dear Deb,

Dac. 19, 1992

"What a joy to get the recent Chronicles. Is it possible to

get copies of the Chronicles from Vol. #1

to date?

"You mention a book about the Cedar Creek Gold Rush titled
Gumboot Gamblers. Can one still buy a copy?

"I 2nclose $10 for the cause and to enroll (another person) as

abMullanite. (He) is from Great Falls and

is an independent tele-—

vision producer. We are interssted in doing something for PES on

the Mullan Rozd.

Br
Ri

Eryan,
What a plezsure for us to find such an ent

vou know by now, the old issuss ars available
ontact Cathryn for those because that is her

do have mors2 Bumboot Gamblers for szle. They are $10.00 plus %1.30 for
I have propossd getting them published by an area publisher so

g
]

Yy will be widely available but I have not h
And, as far as your next comment, I nearly
chair. My next move was to the telephons to Ca
tryving to g2t somn=son2 fto produce 2 documsntary

yvan VYalestt
chland, Wzash."

husizstic new membsr. &3
for a2 price. You nesd fto
balliwick. And, ves, I

zard from him.

Jumpred oot of my
rl Cliff who has bessn
an the road for gulite

awhile. It is a need that 21l of us Mullanites sees fto get our message

out. So Carl is frying to contact wow and your
ne2lp. IT you don't link up with him, give me =
vou do. I'm at 404-BE22-45146 during D”f'cH hour

frisnd to offsr his
call and I'11 make surs
5 (MET) and 406-822-4078

i
in the svenings and on weskends. Thanks for letting us kEnow zbout this

idez becauss we fesl it has tremsndous potenti
vou and you friend in contact with those with
subl ject.

MULLAN CHRONICLES
Mineral County Museum

Post Office Box 533

Superior, MT 59872

al and we can surse put
some expertiss on the



